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Sunday of Divine Mercy 

April 8, 2018 

Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 
 

 

“ 

 



 
Pastor 

  
Associate Pastor 

  
Deacon 

  
Deacon 

 
Deacon 

  
Director of Music 

  
Business Manager 

  
Director of Facilities 

 
Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry 

  
Religious Education  Coordinator  Grades1-2 

  
Religious Education Coordinator Grades 3-6 

  
Religious Education Coordinator Grades 7-8 

  
Religious Education Administrator 

  
Youth Minister 

 
Father Tom Haggerty 

  
Father Patrick Osei-Poku 

  
Deacon Ronald Blasius 

  
Deacon John Keenan 

  
Deacon Ken Maher 

  
Margaret Adams 

  
Virginia Portanova 

  
John Cordes 

 
Lynn Sisti 

  
Charlotte Czujko 

  
Barbara Luna 

  
Dominick Avento 

  
Suzanne Fitzgibbon 

  
Frank Brancaccio 

Pastoral Team 

Parish Center Office Hours:   
  

Tuesday & Wednesday:  9am-5pm 
Thursday: 9am-8pm 

Friday: 9am-12 Noon 
Saturday: 10am-2pm 

Sunday ~ Closed 
Monday: 9am-8pm 

Parish Center Phone ~ 631-584-5454 Parish Center Fax~ 631-862-9675 Web ~ www.sspj.org 

  
  
  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Council  
Claire DiCarlo, Chris Donnelly, Ryan Doyle, Richard Frazita, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi,  

Martin Marut, Ann Mondrone, Mary Ann Pose, Noel Rannazzisi, Tom Sica,  

Trustees 
Jerry Linder ~ Tina Cafaro 

  

SSPJ School—Principal Ruth E. Testa 
School Phone : 631-584-7896   School Fax:  631-584-3258 

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 

Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is nine 
months before your proposed wedding date. 

Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare through 
RCIA. 

Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to pray with the 

person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on the first Sunday of the month following the 12:00mass please see the Sacristan before 
mass. 

R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the Parish Center 
Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Thursday 2-4pm  Friday 8-9pm 



Father Tom’s Letter 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

 
 
Thanks, too, to all who have helped us move toward reaching our Catholic Ministry Appeal goal.  Since the Easter season lasts 
for 50 days, we still have time to complete our goal.  These funds help so many in our diocese, and our parish will also receive 
a rebate for use at home.  If you are able to and have not made a pledge or a onetime donation, please consider doing so. 

 
On Saturday April 14, 2018 Confirmation will be celebrated at SSPJ.  The candidates have been deeply touched by the ministry 
of our Confirmation Coordinator, Dominick Avento.  Thank you, Dom, for your faithfulness in preparing our young people and 
assisting our catechists.  You are a true Apostle of Hope! 

 

Our Candidates have also appreciated Matthew Kelly’s insights.  Matthew Kelly is the author of book you received on Easter 
Sunday.  I hope you enjoy reading it.  A conversation regarding what’s in the book will be planned.  This conversation and 
reflection will be one of the activities to take place in our “new old church”. 

 

There is a letter from one of our Religious Education parents in today’s bulletin which offers some food for thought regarding 
the reflections our young people have been doing on the Sunday readings.  Please take a few moments to read the letter.  And 
please continue to read the letters regarding SSPJ School.  Help us to spread the Good News!  

 

And finally, an oldie: 

 

 
"After the Easter Vigil baptism of his little brother, Johnny sobbed in the back seat of the car all the way home. His father and 
mother asked him what was wrong. He answered: "The priest said he wanted us boys to be brought up in a good Christian 
home, and I want to stay with you guys." 

 
 
                                                                                                                      Peace, 

Dear Friends, 
 
Christ is risen!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Yes, I know last Sunday we celebrated Easter, rejoicing in Jesus’ Resurrection.  But 
Easter isn’t just one day.  The Easter Season lasts for fifty days.  And in reality, we celebrate Christ’s Resurrection every day.  
We are an Easter people! 
 
What does that mean?  Fr. Richard Rohr, OFM, writes,  
 

“In the Risen Christ, God reveals the final state of all reality.  God forbids us to accept “as-it-is” in favor of “what-
God’s-love-can make-it”.  To believe in Resurrection means to cross limits and transcend boundaries.  Because of 
the promise of the Resurrection of Jesus we realistically can believe that tomorrow can be better than today.  There is 
a future that is created by God, and much bigger than our own efforts. 

 
We should not just believe in some kind of survival or immortality or just “life after death” – but Resurrection, an 
utterly new creation, a transformation into Love that is promised as the final chapter of all history.  That is why a 
true Christian has to be an optimist.  In fact, if you are not an optimist, you haven’t got it yet.” 

 
During the 50 days of Easter we will be blessed at the beginning of each Mass with water, a reminder of our baptismal 
commitment which we renewed on Easter.  These drops of holy water being sprinkled upon us are a sign of God’s continued 
loving presence and support as we live as disciples of Jesus – as optimists – and as Apostles of Hope. 
 
This Sunday is also known as Divine Mercy Sunday, reminding us of the call to each of us to be so touched by God’s mercy 
that we will extend that mercy to all.  Pope John Paul II designated Divine Mercy Sunday in April of 2000, when he 
canonized St. Faustina, a Polish nun whose great devotion to Jesus and his divine mercy has spread throughout the world. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOSPITALITY SUNDAY 
BREAKFAST 

TODAY!! 
SUNDAY, APRIL 8TH, 2018 

 
AFTER THE 8AM AND 10 AM MASSES 

 
IN THE AUDITIORIUM 

Please stop by and meet with friends 
 both “old” and “new” 

Join as a light breakfast is served by the 
dedicated members of the Knights of 

Columbus 



The Journey toward Easter  at Saints Philip & James Parish ~ 2018 
12 Apostles of Hope   ~ Holy Thursday 

Pictured:  Art Dunn, James Jackson, Marti Dreschler, Tess Laiz, Danny Redmond, Devin Bilski , Barbara O’Donnell, 
 Grace Cazzangia,  

Janice Caltabiano, Helen Collins and Mary Fitzmaurice 

Youth Ministry  
Living Stations of the Cross 

Easter Vigil ~ Christ Be Our Light ~ We welcome Tom Parish & William Haff 



As the Religious Education Year Comes to an End… 
                                A “Reflection”  upon Sunday Mass Reflections  

My family has been faithful parishioners of SSPJ for the past twelve years, moving over from a neighboring 
parish for the warm, small community feeling SSPJ offered.  Our two older children have completed the SSPJ 
religious education program and are now active participants in the parish’s youth group on Wednesday 
evenings.  Our two younger children are currently involved in the religious education program (grades two 
and six). 
 
This year our parish instituted a “Reflection Program” for the SSPJ religious education students.  For those 
not familiar with the program, it is essentially a weekly requirement wherein all students (grades 2-7) 
complete written questions based upon the Readings and Gospel, and turn them in at the end of each Mass for 
review.  My family struggled with several aspects of this program, and we learned that other families in our 
parish had concerns as well.   
   
To say that this program had a rocky start is an understatement.  From our perspective, there was a lot of 
miscommunication surrounding the program, the rules seemed to change on the fly, and many in the parish 
seemed to perceive the program as some sort of punishment.  Because we were concerned with the impact our 
family was feeling over these new changes, as well as some of the things we were hearing from others 
(whether accurate or not), we decided to meet with Father Tom to discuss the issue.  Our main concern was 
the additional stress these weekly assignments were causing our children.   
 
Father Tom listened to our concerns and acknowledged the failures, explaining that it was never the intention 
to cause stress to the children or parents of the parish.  He explained that the reflection program was intended 
to be a welcoming/welcoming-back to Mass, as well as a tool to help children get more out of the Mass by 
connecting the weekly assignments with the Readings and Gospel.  Understanding his perspective made us 
realize that the program has a lot of merit, and with some minor improvements it has the potential to greatly 
strengthen our parish.   
            
Father Tom assured us that the reflection program will be revisited and revised for next year, and that every 
effort will be made to “keep the good parts” and “get rid of the bad parts”.  He also made it clear that he plans 
to solicit input on the program from all catechists, and is open to ideas from members of the congregation as 
well.    
 
On the drive home, my wife and I discussed how lucky we are to be members of a parish that values the input 
of its parishioners.  Father Tom was open, honest, and invited us to be part of the solution. We’ve really come 

to appreciate the pews being full of young families.  Hopefully over the past few months many have come to 
the realization that attending regular Mass at SSPJ with their families and fellow community members simply 

makes life better.    

Tom Sheridan              

Some Food for Thought….Reflection tidbits straight from the our Religious Education students! 

Reflection Question:   Grades 5&6:  What are kinds of ways that  something can be “saved.”  
(use your imagination:) 

 
Response:  “I would save a frog from getting run over by a car,  
                                                                               because it could be your prince!” 

Reflection Question:  “What do the 10 Commandments mean to you?” 

Response:  “Rules with benefits!” 



 

 



Circle of Women Welcomes Spring 

  
The new life, the new growth that  

is planted within... 

  

  Gathering  together on, 

  

Monday, April 16, 2018 

  

At 7pm 
  

All women, all Moms, all sisters, daughters, friends and new 

friends are welcome 

 

Every tulip reaches toward the sun... 

Religious Education News for the Week of April 8th, 2018 

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be held on  
Saturday, April 14th, 2018 

 At Sts. Philip & James at 11am and 2pm 
Please pray for our Candidates and their Sponsors and  

Families as they approach this blessed day. 

Confirmation II Rehearsal 
2pm Confirmation 

 
Wednesday, April 11, 2018 

  
At 7pm 

In the Church 

Confirmation II Rehearsal : 
11am Confirmation 

  
Monday, April 9, 2018  

  
At 7pm 

In the Church 

Next Weekend:  April 14th & 15th, 2018 Second Collection: 
 

For Building Maintenance, your generosity is greatly appreciated.  
 Thank you 



Sharing the Good News and Blessings  of SSPJ School! 

My name is Jaime Carey and I was asked to share with 
you why my husband and I chose to send our children to 
Saints Philip and James School.  From the outside, it 
might look like an easy decision and many might assume 
the obvious reasons played a large part.  Things such as 
my husband and his four siblings graduated from SSPJ, or 
maybe because a family member of ours worked there at 
the time, or maybe the reason is because Saints Philip and 
James has been my husband’s parish for 30 plus years. 
 
 While all of those are good reasons, for me it was 
much more than that.  For those of you that don’t know me 
or my background I will share with you that I went to a 
giant public school from kindergarten to my senior year of 
high school and I was raised in the Methodist religion.  My 
first real introduction into the Catholic faith and Catholic 
education was through my choice of college.  I didn’t even 
know it was a Catholic institution when I chose it or really 
what that meant for my education.  Through this 
experience I met many friends who had gone to Catholic 
high schools and for the first time I realized how different 
each person’s education can be.  We may all have learned 
to read and write and figure out algebra, but there was so 
much more to education than just the book knowledge.  
Don’t get me wrong, I had a great experience in school 
with some of the best teachers ever, but I was suddenly 
aware there were other choices out there. 
 
 Through a series of events, I ended up working at 
a Catholic high school early in my career.  Seeing from the 
inside the way these students valued their education, faith 
and commitment to service seemed familiar.  It was an 
approach that I had seen with some of my friends in 
college and ultimately with my husband and his family.  
For the first time I started to think, “This is what I want 
for my children.”  When the time came for our oldest to 
start school, I was the one who first suggested we look at 
SSPJ.  My father always said, “the decisions we make 
determine the direction our lives will take,” and I feel that 
a series of decisions, some by intent and some by chance, 
led me here. 
 
So, why did I choose Saints Philip and James School?  

Well, I’ve given you the long answer but really I would 

say, in a sense it chose me.  I realized somewhere along 

the way that I wanted to give my own children a sense of 

community and commitment to service as a large part of 

their education.  When my husband and I visited SSPJ we 

immediately felt that the school places a strong emphasis 

on these values in particular, not to mention the caring 

teachers and staff who strive endlessly to help each child 

reach his or her full potential.  Being kind and serving 

others, in my opinion, should be at the forefront of any 

educational experience and it is no more so embodied than 

at Saints Philip and James School. 

This is why I chose SSPJ~A Beautiful note from Cat 
Keenan 

 Like every mother, I want the best for my child. So when it 
came time to make a decision as to where to send my 
daughter to school, I thought and prayed long and hard 
about what would be best for her. I knew above all that I 
wanted more than just a great education for my daughter; I 
wanted her to receive a great education in a safe, loving and 
Christian environment, where religion and family values 
would be a pillar of her time there—not just academics and 
test scores.  

I was blessed to find that my parish—Saints Phillip and 

James—offered exactly this, and that it’s one of Long 

Island’s best-performing Catholic schools, as well. I knew 

immediately that it was the perfect fit for my daughter, who 

has struggled cognitively but excelled academically, and 

with joy enrolled her at SSPJ, where she has flourished ever 

since. 

 

  



Music Ministry 

                                           Happy Easter from the Music Ministry!! 
  
A special thank you goes out to all in the music ministry for your hard work, dedication 
and commitment. Your music helped make Lent/Holy week more prayerful. 
  
                      The parts of the Mass will be changing to the Mass of Christ the Savior. 
                                     In the Music Issue # 921, 922, 925 and 926.  
                                   And the Gloria is back!! # 918 in the Music Issue 
  
Since we couldn’t sing Alleluia’s during Lent, I try to use many hymns with Alleluia’s in 
them throughout the Easter Season 
                                                             Jesus is Risen, Alleluia! 
  
The choir’s special songs are a mixture of Classical, Praise and Worship and children’s 
songs. We cover it all. A fun time for Music. These songs will continue throughout the 
Easter season.  
  
                      So... sing with us, clap with us, and worship with us. Bottom line 
  
                                                  “Sing your praise to God” 
                                                       Blessed Easter to All 



 

2018 Goal 

 
 $119,700 

Pledges 
at 

4/3/2018 
 

$92,215 



SSPJ 2018 Parish  Project:   
Help Father Patrick   

“Raise the Roof”  

From the Committee for Peace, Justice and the Care of 

Creation 

 The talk on sustainability, originally planned for March 7, 

has been rescheduled for Monday, April 9.  Join us to hear 

Dr. Katherine Aubrecht, Dept. of Chemistry SUSB, on 

environmental protection from a scientific perspective, in 

particular on the growing problem of plastic waste and ways 

to combat it.  We will meet at 7:30 PM in the St. James, 

Setauket parish center Room 104. 

Since Father 
Patrick left 

Ghana in 2014, 
work 

continues...it is 
our hope to 
assist in the 

effort of placing 
a roof to shelter 
all the faithful 

that gather in his 
name. 

Parish Social Ministry 

 
 

 The hands of compassionate Apostles of Hope are needed locally:  
  
  

Helping hands  to do food shopping for an elderly person once 
 every two weeks  

and 
A “friendly visitor” to share time with a Parishioner who resides in the  

Fairfield community. 
  

If you are interested in lending a helping hand, kindly contact Lynn 
Sisti-Parish Social Ministry Coordinator at 631-584-5454 

  
Many thanks for your kindness and consideration. 

If you are fluent in any 
foreign language, please 

call the Parish Social 
Ministry Office  

at 631-584-5454. 
 

We are doing a project 
for Pentecost and could 

use your help! 
 

Thank you! 



SSPJ  Parish Calendar For The Week of  April 8th, 2018 

Sunday,   April 8th, 2018 
8:00am      SSPJ School Guild Dine Around Ticket Sale   School Lobby 

8:00am        Knights of Columbus Hospitality Sunday             Auditorium 
8:30am        RCIA                                                                     SSPJ Room 

10:00am    Children’s Liturgy                  School Multi-purpose Rm 
11:00am    Stained Glass Club                           Stained Glass Wksp 
7:00pm        AA Meeting                                           Philip & James Room 

Monday, April 9th, 2018 ~ The Annunciation of the Lord 
 
1:15pm     Senior Group Meeting                                   SSPJ Room 
6:30pm     Men’s Forum                                             Philip & James Rm. 
6:30pm    Youth Leadership Training                          Cantina 
7:00pm    Boy Scout Troop 7 Meeting                          Auditorium 
7:00pm    REO Confirmation II Rehearsal (11am )         Church 

Tuesday,  April 10th, 2018:   
 
1:30pm  Spirit of Love Prayer Group                       Prayer Room Church 
4:30pm   Children’s Choir Rehearsal                             Choir Loft 
7:00pm   St. Monica Prayer Group                                   Cantina 
7:30pm   Chords of Faith Rehearsal                                  Choir Loft 
7:30pm   Respect Life Committee Meeting                          Cantina 
8:00pm   Boy Scout Leadership Meeting                           Monte Building 

Wednesday,  April 11th, 2018: 
10:00am  Prayer Shawl Ministry               Philip & James Room 
7:00pm     Youth Ministry                                              Auditorium 
7:00pm     Confirmation II Rehearsal (2:00)              Church 

 Thursday, April 12th, 2018: 
 
2:00pm  Eucharistic Adoration                               Church 
6:00pm  Junior Catholic Daughter’s Meeting   Philip & James Rm 
7:30pm  Adult Choir Rehearsal                              Choir Loft 

Friday, April 13th, 2018: 
3:00pm   Cub Scout Meeting                               Philip & James Room 
3:00pm    Stained Glass Club                                     Stained Glass Wksp 
7:00pm    Wash Kit Gang                                               Auditorium 
7:00pm   AA Meeting                                      Philip & James Room 
8:00pm   Eucharistic  Adoration                                    Church 

Saturday, April 14th, 2018: 
10:00am   Stained Glass Club                           Stained Glass Wksp 
5:00pm  Children’s Liturgy of the Word                   Church 
5:00pm  Guild “Dine Around” Ticket Sale           School Lobby 

Our Altar Candles 
  

For the Week of 
  

April 8th, 2018 
  

Are burning  
 

In Loving Memory  
Of  

 
Joey Morda 

 
With All My Love, 

 
Mom  

Weekly Collection:  
Easter Sunday 

Sunday April 1, 2018 
 

Sunday Collection: $33,833. 
Faith Direct:  $3,823 

 
Total Collection: $37,656 

 
Many thanks for your generous 

support of  
Sts. Philip & James Parish 

Our lady was full of God 
because she lived for God 
alone, yet she thought of 
herself only as the handmaid 
of the Lord.  Let us do the 
same. 
                          St Teresa of Calcutta 

 

Katies Way Collection:  Saturday, April 14 at 1pm:  
403 Lake Ave St James 
Collecting New & Gently used bab y items. 



 The Saint Monica Prayer Group will 
be meeting on  

Tuesday, April 10th at 7:00pm in the 
Parish Center Cantina 

 
All are welcome to attend 

 
Immediately following the  

Respect Life Committee will be 
meeting at 7:30pm in the Parish Center 

Cantina at 7:30pm 
 

Again, All are most Welcome! 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Will be meeting on  

Wednesday, April 11, 2018 
At 10:00 am in the Philip & James 

Room. 
 

All are invited to join, crochet and 
knitting lessons are always graciously 

offered. 
 

Prayer shawls, blankets and hats are 
crafted for our brothers and sisters in 

need. 
 

For more information kindly contact 
Marge at  631-439-0468 

The Junior Catholic Daughters  

Will be meeting on  

 

Thursday, April 12th, 2018 

 

At 6:00pm in the SSPJ Room 

The Wash Kit Gang will meet 
on : 

Friday, April 13th, 2018 
From 7-8pm in the 

Auditorium 
 

Donations of trial size soap, 
trial size shampoo, zip lock 
sandwich bags, wash cloths, 

band aids, and hard candy are 
always needed and 

appreciated. 
 

All are invited to attend,  
Children must be 

accompanied by a parent, but 
are always welcome. 

 
Please help us to HELP those 

in need. 



Mass Intentions, For  the week of April 8th, 2018                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Saturday, April 7th, 2018   
8:00pm                   Mark Robert Guglielmo 

Sunday, April 8th, 2018 
8:00am                     Easter Novena 
 
10:00am                   Antonina Griffo 
 
12:00Noon              Collective Mass: 
                                 Joseph Morda 
        William Pace 
      Lise Dugandzic 
                          Arturo & Evelyn Pace   
   Louis Joseph DeFrank 

Monday, April 9th, 2018~The Annunciation of the Lord 

7:30am         Easter Novena    
 
9:15am                           Michael Szypot Jr. 

Tuesday, April 10th, 2018 
7:30am        Olivia DiNucci 
 
9:15am                       Patrick Tusa 

Wednesday, April 11th, 2018 
 
7:30am    Thomas A. Logan 
9:15am                      

Thursday, April 12th, 2018 
 

7:30am      
9:15am                 Collective Mass: 
                             Edward Corvi                                   

Friday,  April 13th, 2018 
 
7:30am     Terry Byrne 
9:15am              Jean Morcone 

Saturday, April 14th, 2018 
 
9:15am     Edgidio Leva 
5:00pm               Catherine O’Loughlin 

Sunday, April 15th, 2018 
8:00am           For the Parishioners of SSPJ 
 
10:00am                Margaret Castiglie 
 
12:00Noon              Collective Mass: 
                               Joseph Caltabiano 
                                  Beverly Ciralli 
                                Philip Ruggiero 
                                 Edward Corvi 
                                 Sally Washburn 
                                Gerard Dundon 

We Ask You to Remember Our Brothers & Sisters In your 
Prayers those who are ill... 

  
 

Anna Capizzio 
Angela Amoroso 

Angela Boccio McComb 
AnnMarie M. 

 Baby Mattia Lubrano 
Betty Schmidt 
Brett Dowling  

 Brennan Steinorth 
Bryan Van Colt 

Carole Hennessy 
Carol Walz   

Catherine Burseind 
Christel DeBlasio 

ChristopherTallarico 
Daisy Abruzzo 
 Dawn Kopel  
Dylan Lauro 
Eileen Zink  

 Elinor Glasser 
Faith VanGostein 
Florence Donahue 

Ginny McAuley 
Greg 

Helen McDowell 
Hillary Boehme 
James Gietzen 

Jeanine EspositoTansey 
Josette Perconti 
Joseph Perconti 

 
Joe Alberigo 

John Capizzio 
John Hernandez  

Julianne  
 Kathleen N. 
Kitty Cronin, 
Kylie Quigley 

Laura Andrucki & family 
Linda Sue 

 Louis Giordano 
 Marie DelCiello, 

Marie Fabry 
Marie Loughlin 

Mary McDonough 
Michael LaVecchia 

Nancy Fornabia 
Pasquale Santoro 

Patricia Casey 
Patricia Fontana 
Patricia Monetti 

Robin Graham Denis 
Raymond Fox  

Rosemary Morgan 
Sean Winters 

 Suzanne McCue 
 Terence Hobbes 

Teresa Orlik  
 Vivien Cordes  

LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 
CAPT.  WILSON MARKS, USN                                  

CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN, JR.                                
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                              

SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI (US ARMY) 

CAPT. JOHN TULLY, USN 
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY, US ARMY 

JOSEPH SAGGIO, USNC 
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 

STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON,  

STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA,USAF 
RICHARD SOTOMAYER, USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT, USMC 

CORPORAL DANIEL P. STEELE, USMC 
SGT. CORY O’HARA USMC 

CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH, USN 
PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 

JOHN VINCENT KNOBLOCH, USMC 
STEVEN CAVA, USN 
ERIC SEELIN, USMC 
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 

CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 
 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY, USMC 

GREGORY DEVANEY, USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY, US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES, U.S.C.G. 
RICHARD MAIER, U.S.M.C. 

PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN, USARNG 
GLEN CRIMA-U.S. ARMY  

PFC. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA 
MARIO  CATANIA, USMC  

RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO, U.S.M.C. 
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS U.S.N. 

STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE U.S.M.C. 
                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, LT.COL.USAF 

We Pray for those Who Serve 

 
Faith Always brings us home... 

 



SSPJ School News 

STS. PHILIP & JAMES CYO TRACK & FIELD TEAM     Registration is OPEN for the  
SSPJ  CYO Track & Field Team.   

  
All boys & girls in grades 1-8 are invited to join.  You do not need to be a member of the school or the parish in order to become a 

member. 
  

Please visit our website www.sspjtrack.com for information about the 2018 season as well as registration forms and fees.Any 
questions/comments please contact:  

MaryBeth Dearie:       (631) 675-6072  info@sspjtrack.com 

Miss Catherine a SSPJ parishioner visits the second grade.   
She admires the way they colored the crosses she gave them.   

The crosses tell the story of Holy Week.  

 

Second and sixth 
graders work 

together to decorate 
foam eggs.  The 

eggs will be 
distributed to the 

local nursing homes 
by the parish 

priests. 

http://www.sspjtrack.com/
mailto:info@sspjtrack.com


 

Save the Date! 
SSPJ School Gala 

Saturday, May 19, 2018 

If inclement weather should cause the Smithtown School District 
to be closed; 

 
ALL PARISH ACTIVITIES WILL BE CANCELLED. 



 



PRESIDER SCHEDULE—FOR  April 14th & 15th, 2018 

Celebrating the Liturgy- With Grateful Hearts We Serve 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS SCHEDULE –FOR   April  14th & 15th,2018 

Saturday, April 14th, 2018 Sunday, April 15, 2018 Sunday, April 15, 2018 Sunday, April 15, 2018 

5:00 PM   8:00 AM MASS 10:OO AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

J. Giacalone K. Rapp L. Patalano D. Coppola 

W. Van Gostein E. Sica W. Rodriguez B. Chandler 

G. Alfano T. Sica J. Scott J. Hanrahan 

I. Arevalo J. Harvey L. Sisti M. Lebrun 

R. Byrne P. Kanuika M. Spina J. Linder 

P. Damato M. Kenney J. Sweeney M. Napoli 

D. Doran A. Mantia J. Tafra T. Pace 
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Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

W H E N  T I M E  S T AN D S  S T I L L  

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his 
website  www.ronrolheiser.com.   
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

The theory of relativity tells us that space and time are not what they appear to be. They’re relative, meaning that don’t always 
function in the same way and they aren’t always experienced in the same way. Time can stand still. 

Or can it? This side of eternity, it would seem not. Ever since the universe started with a mammoth explosion some 13.8 billion years 
ago the clock has been running non-stop, like a merciless meter, moving relentlessly forwards.   

However, our faith suggests that time will be different in eternity, so different in fact that we cannot now even imagine how it will be 
in heaven. As St. Paul tells us in his letter to the Corinthians: Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God has prepared for them that love him. How will time be experienced in heaven? As we’ve just affirmed, 
that cannot be imagined now. 

Or can it? In a wonderful new book on the Resurrection and Eternal Life, Is This All There Is, the renowned, German scripture 
scholar, Gerhard Lohfink, suggests that we can and sometimes do have an experience of time as it will be experienced in 
eternity.  For Lohfink, we experience this whenever we’re in adoration.   

For him, the highest form of prayer is adoration. But what does it mean to “adore” God and why is that the highest form of prayer? 
Lohfink answers: “In adoration we ask nothing more of God. When I lament before God it is usually my own suffering that is the 
starting point. Even when I petition God, the occasion is often my own problem. I need something from God. And even when I thank 
God, unfortunately I am usually thankful for something I have received. But when I adore, I let go of myself and look only to God.” 

Admittedly, lament, petition, and thanksgiving are high forms of prayer. An old, classical, and very good, definition of prayer 
defines prayer as “lifting mind and heart to God”, and what’s in our hearts virtually at all times is some form of lament, petition, or 
thanksgiving. Moreover, Jesus invites us to ask God for whatever is in our heart at a given moment: “Ask and you will receive.” 
Lament, petition, and thanksgiving are good forms of prayer; but, in praying them, we’re still focused in some manner on ourselves, 
on our needs and our joys. 

However in adoration we look to God or at some attribute of God (beauty, goodness, truth, or oneness) so strongly that everything 
else drops away. We stand in pure wonder, pure admiration, ecstatic awe, entirely stripped of our own heartaches, headaches, and 
idiosyncratic focus. God’s person, beauty, goodness, and truth overwhelm us so as to take our minds off of ourselves and leave us 
standing outside of ourselves. 

And being free of our own selves is the very definition of ecstasy (from the Greek, EK STASIS, to stand outside oneself.)  Thus, to be 
in adoration is to be in ecstasy – though, admittedly, that’s generally not how we imagine ecstasy today. For us, ecstasy is commonly 
imagined as an earthshaking standing inside of ourselves, idiosyncrasy in its peak expression. But true ecstasy is the opposite. It’s 
adoration. 

Moreover, for Lohfink, not only is adoration the only true form of ecstasy, it’s also a way of being in heaven already right now and 
of experiencing time as it will be in heaven. Here’s how he puts it: “In the miracle of adoration we are already with God, entirely 
with God, and the boundary between time and eternity is removed. It is true that we cannot now comprehend that adoring God will 
be endless bliss. We always want to be doing something. We want to criticize, intervene, change, improve, shape. And rightly so! 
That is our duty. But in death, when we come to God, that all ceases.  Then our existence will be pure astonishment, pure looking, 
pure praise, pure adoration – and unimaginable happiness. That is why there is also a form of adoration that uses no words. In it I 
hold out my own life to God, in silence, and with it the whole world, knowing God as Creator, as Lord, as the one to whom belongs 
all honor and praise. Adoration is the oblation of one’s life to God. Adoration is surrender. Adoration means entrusting oneself 
entirely to God. As we dwell in adoration, eternity begins – an eternity that does not withdraw from the world but opens to it 
utterly.” 

Time can stand still! And it stands still when we’re in pure admiration, in awe, in wonder, in adoration.  In those moments we stand 
outside of ourselves, in the purest form of love that exists. At that moment too we are in heaven, not having a foretaste of heaven, 
but actually being in heaven. Eternity will be like that, one moment like a thousand years and a thousand years like one moment. 

Eucharistic Adoration is held Thursdays from 2pm-4pm and Friday evenings from 8pm-9pm 
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