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Second Sunday of Lent 

February 25, 2018 

Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 
 

 

 

“ I will bless you abundantly.” 
                                                         Genesis 22:17 

 

  



 
Pastor 

  
Associate Pastor 

  
Deacon 

  
Deacon 

 
Deacon 

  
Director of Music 

  
Business Manager 

  
Director of Facilities 

 
Coordinator of Parish Social Ministry 

  
Religious Education  Coordinator  Grades1-2 

  
Religious Education Coordinator Grades 3-6 

  
Religious Education Coordinator Grades 7-8 

  
Religious Education Administrator 

  
Youth Minister 

 
Father Tom Haggerty 

  
Father Patrick Osei-Poku 

  
Deacon Ronald Blasius 

  
Deacon John Keenan 

  
Deacon Ken Maher 

  
Margaret Adams 

  
Virginia Portanova 

  
John Cordes 

 
Lynn Sisti 

  
Charlotte Czujko 

  
Barbara Luna 

  
Dominick Avento 

  
Suzanne Fitzgibbon 

  
Frank Brancaccio 

Pastoral Team 

Parish Center Office Hours:   
  

Tuesday & Wednesday:  9am-5pm 
Thursday: 9am-8pm 

Friday: 9am-12 Noon 
Saturday: 10am-2pm 

Sunday ~ Closed 
Monday: 9am-8pm 

Parish Center Phone ~ 631-584-5454 Parish Center Fax~ 631-862-9675 Web ~ www.sspj.org 

  
  
  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Council  
Rita Byrne, Claire DiCarlo, Chris Donnelly, Ryan Doyle, Richard Frazita, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi,  

Martin Marut, Ann Mondrone, Mary Ann Pose, Noel Rannazzisi, Tom Sica, Robert Thompson 

Trustees 
Jerry Linder ~ Tina Cafaro 

  

SSPJ School—Principal Ruth E. Testa 
School Phone : 631-584-7896   School Fax:  631-584-3258 

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 

Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is nine 
months before your proposed wedding date. 

Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare through 
RCIA. 

Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to pray with the 

person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on the first Sunday of the month following the 12:00mass please see the Sacristan before 
mass. 

R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the Parish Center 
Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Thursday 2-4pm  Friday 8-9pm 



Father Tom’s Letter 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

Dear Friends, 
 
Today's first reading typically bothers many of us.  Additionally, if we let it, the reading also begs the 
question who or what is my Isaac?  Am I willing to offer it to God?  In other words, am I willing to 
seek my base of security, to find my center and reason for living and being in God?   Do I first and 
foremost seek the reign of God in my life?  Am I content to trust that all else will be given to me 
besides?  Am I willing to let go of the reins of self-control and self-determination in order to let God 
lead me and teach me?  Or, if my Isaac is a weakness of an addiction or abuse that will bring harm to 
me or to others, am I willing to relinquish it to the God who will reprove and forgive me, heal and 
renew me?  Certainly, some challenging questions emerge from that first reading. The Lenten season 
invites us to wrestle with a few of them.  
 

By the way, as if to answer the question, "with what gift shall I come before the Lord?  Must I give 
my firstborn son?" (Micah 6:6-7), this story from Genesis responds with a resounding "No!"  From 
Abraham, believers are to learn that the true value of sacrifice consists not only in what is offered but 
in the manner, spirit and motivation with which that gift is offered.  Moreover, Abraham's sacrifice 
was in no way diminished by the fact that he did not take Isaac's life.  Rather, his willingness to offer 
to God the most precious gift he had ever received was more valuable than any blood offering.  Our 
God in fact, desires to give us back to one another, – hence our Lenten renewal.  
 
Much gratitude to those who have already contributed to this year’s Catholic Ministries Appeal.  As 
you know CMA monies help so many thousands of our sisters and brothers on Long Island through 
Catholic Charities, Parish Social Ministry, mental health programs, religious formation and more.  In 
addition, when our pledges have been met, SSPJ receives a rebate which is used right here in the 
parish.  We hope we can meet our pledge goal by Easter.  I ask your prayers for all who are helped by 
CMA, and I ask you to consider a pledge or one time gift if your means allow.  We are the church 
together.  Let us “Be the Light” to one another. 
 
And Fr. Kevin left behind a little Irish wisdom/humor: 
 
 The brain is the most amazing organ.  It works 24 hours a day, 365 days a year,  
  Right from birth until you fall in love. 
 
 Do you know that great feeling when you get into bed, fall right asleep and wake 
  up feeling refreshed and ready to take on the day?  Me neither. 
 
 An elderly Irishman bought a sports car to recapture his youth and drove at 120mph. 
  He saw a police car behind him, lights flashing.  “I’m too old for this nonsense.” 
  He pulled over.  The police officer said, “Sir, I go off shift in 10 minutes.  If you  
  can give me one good reason why you were speeding, I’ll let you off.” 
  The old man said, “Years ago my wife ran off with a policeman.  I thought you 
  were bringing her back.”  The policeman said, “That’ll do.” 
 
                                                                                                    Peace,                                                                                                      
  



 

 February 20, 2018 – Pope Francis appointed 
Most Reverend Robert J. Coyle, 53, to serve 
as an auxiliary bishop in the Diocese of 
Rockville Centre (www.drvc.org).  Until 
today, Bishop Coyle was serving as Episcopal 
Vicar for the Eastern Half of the United 
States, Archdiocese for the Military Services.   

 
“Today, I humbly accept the appointment to serve 
the People of God on Long Island as auxiliary 
bishop in the Diocese of Rockville Centre,” said 
Bishop Coyle.  “Years back there was a spirit 
campaign with the expression, ‘I’m a Long 
Islander and proud of it!’  I again can say that here 
as a native son  I look forward to assisting Bishop 
John Barres, Bishop of Rockville Centre, in our 
pursuit of Dramatic Missionary Growth on Long 
Island.”                      
                                             Bishop Robert Coyle 

 2018 
SSPJ CMA 

GOAL 

$119,700. 

$27,935 
In 

Pledges as of 
2/20/18 

http://www.drvc.org


 

Lent A Time To Prepare ... 

LOOKING FOR SOME GOOD LENTEN 
SPIRITUALITY 

 
Check the kiosk in the prayer in the back of the 

church! 
 

Augustine Institute has made available some new 
and some very inspiring CD’s for your Lenten 

spirituality.  Please stop in the prayer room and 
choose a CD or 2.  They are so easy to pop in your 

CD player in the car or at home.   
Share the beauty of our faith with your family and 

friends. 
 

  GOD’S WORD IS THERE TO HELP YOU  

GET MORE OUT OF THIS LENTEN SEASON. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Moreover, I want to 
encourage everyone to 
visit – if possible, every 
day – especially amid 
life’s difficulties, the 
Blessed Sacrament of 
the infinite love of 
Christ and His mercy, 
preserved in our 
churches, and often 
abandoned, to speak 
filially with Him, to 
listen to Him in silence, 
and to peacefully entrust 
yourself to Him.”  
 
                 Pope Francis 
 
 

Eucharistic 
Adoration 

 
Friday Evenings  

 
At 8PM In The 

Church 

 
Lenten Regulations 2018 

 
Traditionally, the Lenten Season is a time of penance 

throughout the Catholic Church.  Lent is a season in which 
prayer, the reception of the sacraments, charity and almsgiving 
are emphasized.  Fast and  abstinence are to be observed Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday.  All Fridays of Lent are days of 

abstinence from meat. 
 
 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday: 
 

These are days of Fast and Abstinence from meat.  There is a 
limit of one full meal on these days for all between the ages of 

18 and 59 inclusive. 
 

Days of Abstinence:  (All Fridays in Lent): 
 

All who have reached their 14th year are bound to abstain 
totally from meat. 



SSPJ 2018 Parish Lenten Project: “Raise the Roof” 

ST. THOMAS CATHOLIC CHURCH BULDING PROJECT AT NAHINSO IN GHANA 
 

St. Thomas Catholic Community was begun as an Outstation Church of St. Benedict Parish, the last Church I worked before I left 
Ghana in 2014.  In Ghana most parishes have outstation churches or communities. The priests from the main stations, from time to 
time, visit the out stations. An outstation church might begin as a small community but some of them, especially those in the 
outskirt of the cities and big villages may grow to become a principal church after some years. Some may never become a main 
church at all but always remain an out station to a main church when it is incapable to support itself. 
 
St Thomas Catholic Community of Nahinso, from its inception to now, worship in the class room of a private school with some 

inconveniencies under many challenging conditions.  They started to build a church when I got a little grant from Missio for them. 

Since I left the parish it has become difficult for St. Thomas Catholic Community to obtain the needed support to continue with 

their church building project. Any help that can be given to support the project will be sent to the Project and Development Office 

of Kumasi Archdiocese to assist the Church building project of St. Thomas Church. 

With Sincere thanks, 

Father Patrick Osei-Poku and the Congregation of St. Thomas Catholic Community in Nahinso, Ghana 

During this Season of Lent,  
 

Any donations made to the Children’s Jug will be donated to the “Raise the Roof” Lenten project! 
 

Thank you to all our children and families who support this effort! 

Father Patrick in Ghana as the building began 
Many hands make heavy work a bit lighter... 

Since Father Patrick left Ghana in 2014, work 
continues...it is our hope to assist in the effort of 

placing a roof to shelter all the faithful that 
gather in his name. 



Parish Social Ministry  
From the Committee for Peace, Justice and the Care of Creation 

  
 Join us at St. James Church, Setauket for a two-part Lenten series at 7:30 p.m. on February 28 and March 7 on our 
human role in God’s creation. Genesis 1 shows us how creation is blessed and sanctified with God’s design, activity, and presence. 
This opening chapter of our Scriptures also presents human beings as given a special role. In what ways does God call us all to 
uphold the sacredness of the created order? 
  
           In Part 1 (Wednesday, February 28) Dr. Katherine Hayes, Professor Emerita of Scripture at St. Joseph Seminary/Seminary of 
the Immaculate Conception, will speak about the essential role of human beings in the continuance of creation in Genesis 1 and in 
Pope Francis’s encyclical, Laudato Si’: Care for Our Common Home.  The presentation will be held in room 103 of St. James Parish 
Center, Setauket at 7:30 p.m. 
  

In part 2 (Wednesday, March 7) Dr. Katherine Aubrecht, Associate Professor of Chemistry at Stony Brook, will look at the 
need for protecting the environment from a scientific angle.  She will speak about sustainability, with a focus on the development 
of biodegradable and bio-renewable alternatives to synthetic materials.  The event will be held in room 104 of the St. James 
Setauket Parish Center at 7:30 p.m.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Food Pantry Needs Help  
 

Your kindness and generosity is greatly 
appreciated during this Season of Lent 

and always. 
 

We are in need of the following items: 
 

Paper Towels 
Small Canned Hams 

Canned Stew 
Canned Chicken 

 
We are adequately stocked with Pasta 
goods, therefore at this time, No Pasta 

Is Needed. 
 

Many thanks for your kindness and 
compassion. 



Our Lenten Journey … “Be the Light” ~Reflections 
We have asked a few Youth Ministry members to offer a few words to encourage us all to  

“Be Light” this Lenten season 

Be light” Lenten reflection   
 
 

        What being light means to me is 
simply trying to always be more positive 
about everything, spreading happiness, and 
setting a good example in every situation. 
As a high school student, I feel like being 
young and in my youth, is a great 
opportunity to be able to go out and “Be 
Light”. But this doesn't mean that everyone 
else can't spread light, I believe that every 
person has the ability to be light, spread 
God’s love and encourage one another.  
 

Being in this time of lent or "darkness" we 
acknowledge the sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
and this is a great chance for us to come 
together and use our gratefulness in the 
best way possible which is to be 
appreciative of the everyday things that 
make our lives happy. We can use this 
energy to be light, follow in the footsteps of 
the Lord and spread our love and positivity 
to the people around us. 
 
 
 
Written by: 
 
Chris Saracino 
Senior, Smithtown High School East 
Youth Leader 

 
Over the past few years I have felt my 

faith in God strengthen tenfold, by going to 
youth group and learning to pray more, I have 
felt a closer attraction to God than I ever have 
before. I also learned more things about myself 
and my faith, for example, about three years 
ago I heard the word “evangelist,” now I have 
heard this word many times on Sunday 
mornings and in the scriptures I read but was 
never too sure about the meaning of this word. 
Until that one day three years ago I thought it 
was time I figured out what it meant. I 
discovered that the word “evangelist” means, a 
person who wishes to spread the word of 
Christianity to others.” When I heard this, I 
knew that this is exactly what I wanted to do in 
my life. 

 

    A great analogy I once heard taught me 
something very important went like this “God is 
the fire, we are the torches, he is the light, and 
we are the bearers” This saying stuck out to me 
and is a motto i try and live by each and every 
day of my life. We as humanity are supposed to 
fill ourselves with the light of God and carry that 
light to others. We must be the vessels, open to 
will of God so that the areas of the world and of 
our lives that are in darkness may be replaced 
and filled by the beautiful light of God’s word. 
 

    This idea has had a large impact on my life 
and I try to share it with as many people as 
possible. On the Youth Groups annual retreat I 
used this idea as the main theme for my 
witness talk. I want to inspire people to open 
their hearts to let God in, and than to go and 
share that light. I want to inspire people to 
become evangelists. 
 
 
 
Written by: 
 
Chris Donnelly 
Senior at Ward Melville High School ,  
 Youth Leader and a SS. Philip and James 
Pastoral Council Member. 



San Damiano Cross 
 



SAN DAMIANO CROSS 
As we are hopefully approaching the completion of the old church, many of you have noticed the  
San Damiano Cross at the front of our church. Here is some interesting information regarding it. 

What is the San Damiano Cross? 
 
The San Damiano Cross is the large Romanesque rood cross before which St. Francis of Assisi was praying when 
he received the message from the Lord, Go repair my Church, which as you see is falling completely in ruin.”  At 
that time, St. Francis believed that the Lord meant the actual church building itself since the church building was 
in great need of repair.   He later realized that he was meant to repair the “body of the Church” or the followers of 
the Church.  Yes, St. Francis did restore the buildings of the churches but his greatest “repair was the founding of 

the Franciscan Order. 
 

The San Damiano Cross now hangs in the Basilica of St. Clare in Assisi, Italy.  The painter of the cross is 
unknown but it was made around the year 1100.  This type of cross is sometimes called an icon cross because in 
addition to the main figure of Jesus Christ, it contains images of other saints and people related to the incident of 

Christ’s crucifixion.  

Symbolism in the San Damiano Cross 
 

Figure of Christ – The Savior looks directly at us with a compassionate gaze.  He does not hang on the Cross, 
but rather seems to be supporting it, standing in His full stature. His hands are not nailed but spread out serenely 

in an attitude of both supplication and blessing which is further emphasized by Jesus’ tranquil and gentle 
expression. 

 
Above His head is a portrayal of the Ascension:  Christ emerging from a red circle holding a golden cross.  

Angels welcome Him into heaven.  At the very top of this scene the right hand of God the Father is extended in 
benediction. Beneath this scene in Latin is the inscription,  

“Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.” 
 

Angels are depicted at both ends of the crossbar.  
Their hand gestures indicate they’re discussing this wondrous event. 

 
To the left of the figure of Christ stand the Virgin Mary and St. John the Evangelist.   

 
On the right side, stand St. Mary Magdalen, St. Mary Cleophas, and the Centurion.  

  
The Centurion holds a piece of wood symbolic of his building of the synagogue; the little boy behind him is his 

son who was healed by Jesus.  
In the lower right and left-hand corners  are small figures of the Roman soldier Longinus and the Jewish 

temple guard Stephaton – one holding the lance that pierced the Savior’s side, and the other holding a stick with a 
vinegar-soaked sponge. 

 
Near the border of the Cross on the right, just below the level of Christ’s knees, is a small rooster which 

recalls Peter’s denial of Christ three times.  
 

At the very bottom of the Cross the artist depicted several saints.  Their images in the original cross were 
damaged and became unrecognizable.  The depiction in this icon depicts saints who were the most beloved saints 

of the Franciscan Order:  St. Francis, St.  Claire, St. Anthony of Padua, and St. Bonaventure. 
 

As St. Basil the Great wrote, “With a soundless voice, the icons teach those who behold them.” 
Prayer of St. Francis before the Cross at San Damiano 

 
“Most High glorious God, bring light to the darkness of my heart 

 Give me right faith, certain hope,  

 and perfect charity, insight and wisdom,  
 so I can always observe Thy hold and true command.    

 Amen” 



 Weekly Collection:  
Sunday February 18th, 2018 

  
 Sunday Collection: $18,888. 

Faith Direct:  $3,823. 
Children’s Jug: $ 94. 

Church In Need Collection: $3,555. 
 Total Collection: $22,537. 

 
Many thanks for your generous support of, 

 Sts. Philip & James Parish 

SSPJ  Parish Calendar For The Week of  February  25th, 2018 

Sunday,  February 25th, 2018 
 
8:30am        RCIA                                               Philip & James Rm 
10:00am      Children’s Liturgy                                Auditorium 
11:00am      Stained Glass Club                        Stained Glass Wkshp 
11:15am     Peanut Butter & Jelly Gang             Auditorium 
6;00pm       Youth Ministry Stations Rehearsal     Church/Aud. 
7:00pm        AA Meeting                                           Philip & James Room 

Monday, February 26th, 2018 
 
1:15pm        Senior Group Meeting                           Philip & James Rm 
7:00pm        Boy Scout Troop 7 Meeting                          Auditorium 
7:00pm        Youth Ministry Music Practice                         

Tuesday,  February 27th, 2018:   
 
1:30pm  Spirit of Love Prayer Group                       Prayer Room Church 
4:30pm  Children's Choir Rehearsal                                  Choir Loft 
7:00pm  Confirmation II Reconciliation                              Church 
7:00pm   REO Communion II Workshop                     Philip & James Rm 
7:30pm   Chords of Faith Rehearsal                              Choir Loft 
8:00pm   Boy Scout Leadership Meeting                        Monte Building 

Wednesday, February 28th, 2018: 
 
7:00pm  Youth Ministry                                                    Auditorium 

Thursday,  March 1st, 2018: 
 
10:00am  REO Communion II Workshop          Philip & James Rm  
2:00pm   Eucharistic Adoration                                Church 
6:00pm   Jr. Catholic Daughters Meeting        Philip & James Rm 
7:30pm  Adult Choir Rehearsal                          Choir Loft 
7:30pm  Pre-Baptism Class                              Philip & James Rm 

Friday,  March 2nd, 2018:  
 
3:00pm  Stained Glass Club                       Stained Glass Wkshp 
7:00pm  AA Meeting                                      Philip & James Room 
7:30pm  Stations of the Cross                                   Church 
8:00pm  First Friday Nocturnal Adoration             Church 

Saturday, March 3rd, 2018: 
 
5:00pm Children’s Liturgy of the Word         Church/Auditorium 

 

 



During the season of Lent, I try and reflect on the music and how I will use it to bring you closer to Jesus and 
his walk to Calvary and resurrection. Music can be so effective in helping us praise God.  
 
Sing the hymns, reflect on their meaning, pray as you sing. You will be fulfilled. 
One of the ways I do this is by picking choir pieces that I feel have special meaning. 
 
The choirs sing different songs at Communion. Listen to the words they sing, for they have true meaning and 
can move us and express what a wonderful God we have. 
 
Two of the songs the choirs will sing this weekend are especially moving. The Chords of Faith, at the 5pm 
Saturday Mass, will sing Sacred Silence, found in the MI # 545. This has become one of my favorite songs. It 
says,” help me listen, come and speak to me. What a beautiful song.  The Adult choir, at the 10 am Mass, will 
sing Gentle Voice.  
Come to Jesus and he will give you rest. Another beautiful song. 
 
Listen and reflect on these pieces. My prayer is that they help you pray better in your journey to Jesus. 

 
 

Music Ministry 

Gentle Voice 
 

Far above the noise of life, there’s a voice that is gently calling, “Leave behind your cares and strife. Come to me. I will give you rest. 
Bring your fear and bring your pain. Bring you anger and bring your worry”  

Do you hear the voice of Jesus gently calling. “Come unto Me?” 
  

Gentle voice, so meek and mild: gentle words of understanding “ 
You are my beloved child. Come to me. I will give you rest. 

Bring your fear and bring your pain. Bring your heartaches and bring your sorrow.”  
Do you hear the voice of Jesus “Come unto Me.”? 

Gentle voice, so full of love. Gentle words so rich in mercy.  
You are my beloved child.  

Come to Me I will give you rest. 

  

  



 

The Gabriel Needs YOU! 
 SSPJ MASS BOOK for 2019 

The Mass Book for 2019 will be available for  

Mass intentions on: 

  

 Monday, March 5th, 2018 

 at 9:00AM in the Parish Center. 
  

In order to accommodate all requests, we ask that your initial 

Mass intentions be limited to three. 

 

Also available are offerings of Bread & Wine, Altar 

Candles, Sanctuary Lamp, Altar Flowers and  

          The Pro –Life Rose. 

  

Thank you for yourcooperation and 

understanding . 

 

 
 

The Wash Kit Gang is looking for 
volunteers to deliver the wash kits to : 

St. Anne's  Parish 
88 2nd Avenue 
Brentwood, NY 

  
Your help is needed the 2nd Saturday 

morning of every month.  
An SUV or Truck would be beneficial 

for this effort. 
 The kits would have to be picked up 

the evening before when they are 
completed, about 8pm.  

  
If you are interested in assisting this 

effort, kindly contact  
Cristal Karvecky  

631-922-0376 cell # 

Cristalk@optonline.net. 
  

Thank you 

Be part of our Gabriel!  
Tell us a story about.... 

 

Unsung SSPJ Hero  
  

OR  
  

What Easter Means to My Family 
  
  

 Send Written Submissions to; 
Elena Mingione at emingione55@yahoo.com 

  
No submissions can be accepted after March 15th. 

  
Thank You! 

The Gabriel Team 

javascript:parent.wgMail.openComposeWindow('emingione55@yahoo.com')


Mass Intentions, For  the week of February 25th, 2018                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Saturday, February 24th, 2018 
5:00pm                   Florence Logan  

Sunday, February 25th, 2018 
8:00am                     For The Parishioners of SSPJ 
 
10:00am          Patricia Henrich 
 
12:00Noon              Collective Mass: 
                                 Dorothy Weiss 

Monday, February 26th, 2018 
7:30am                      
 
9:15am                             Mary Linder 

Tuesday, February 27th, 2018 
7:30am        
 
9:15am                          James Mahon 

Wednesday, February 28th, 2018 
 
7:30am    Patricia McNeely 
                   9:15am  Nicholas & Anthony Aurelia 

Thursday, March 1st, 2018 
7:30am       Elia Malara 
 
9:15am                  Collective Mass 
                                  Toni Donals 
                                  

Friday,  March 2nd, 2018 
7:30am         Thomas John Collins     
 
9:15am                   AnnaMay Nataro        

Saturday, March 3rd, 2018 
9:15am    Virginia Kelly  
 
5:00pm              Thomas John Collins 

Sunday, March 4th, 2018 
8:00am                   For The Parishioners of SSPJ 
 
10:00am        Virginia Kelly 
 
12:00Noon              Collective Mass: 
                               Gladys Dietz 
                               Klaus Ottenbreit 
                               Lieselotte Jones 
                                Barbara Link 
                        Sullivan Anthony Schrader 

We Ask You to Remember Our Brothers & Sisters In your 
Prayers those who are ill... 

  
 

Anna Capizzio 
Angela Amoroso 

Angela Boccio McComb 
AnnMarie M. 

 Baby Mattia Lubrano 
Betty Schmidt 
Brett Dowling  

 Brennan Steinorth 
Bryan Van Colt 

Carole Hennessy 
Carol Walz   

Catherine Burseind 
Christel DeBlasio 

Christopher Gerver  
ChristopherTallarico 

Daisy Abruzzo 
 Dawn Kopel  
Dylan Lauro 
Eileen Zink  

 Elinor Glasser 
Faith VanGostein 
Florence Donahue 

Ginny McAuley 
Greg 

Hillary Boehme 
James Gietzen 

Jeanine EspositoTansey 
 

Joseph Perconti 
Joe Alberigo 

John Capizzio 
John Hernandez  

Julianne  
 Kathleen N. 
Kitty Cronin, 
Kylie Quigley 

Laura Andrucki & family 
Linda Sue 

 Louis Giordano 
 Marie DelCiello, 

Marie Fabry 
Marie Loughlin 

Mary McDonough 
Nancy Fornabia 

Pasquale Campano 
Pasquale Santoro 

Patricia Casey 
Patricia Fontana 

Robin Graham Denis 
Raymond Fox  

Rosemary Morgan 
Sean Winters 

 Suzanne McCue 
 Terence Hobbes 

Teresa Orlik  
 Vivien Cordes  

 

LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 
CAPT.  WILSON MARKS, USN                                  

CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN, JR.                                
LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                              

SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI (US ARMY) 

CAPT. JOHN TULLY, USN 
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY, US ARMY 

JOSEPH SAGGIO, USNC 
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 

STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON,  

STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA,USAF 
RICHARD SOTOMAYER, USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT, USMC 

CORPORAL DANIEL P. STEELE, USMC 
SGT. CORY O’HARA USMC 

CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH, USN 
PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 

JOHN VINCENT KNOBLOCH, USMC 
STEVEN CAVA, USN 
ERIC SEELIN, USMC 
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 

CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 
 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY, USMC 

GREGORY DEVANEY, USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY, US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES, U.S.C.G. 
RICHARD MAIER, U.S.M.C. 

PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN, USARNG 
GLEN CRIMA-U.S. ARMY  

PFC. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA 
MARIO  CATANIA, USMC  

RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO, U.S.M.C. 
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS U.S.N. 

STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE U.S.M.C. 
                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, LT.COL.USAF 

We Pray for those Who Serve 

Safely Home, We Remember... 
 

Edward E. Corvi 
 

Alice Dobrich 



SSPJ School  News! 

Grades 7 and 8, along with their Pre-K and K prayer buddies 
attended Mass to receive ashes on  

Ash Wednesday.  As well, K and 8 participated in a Lenten 
activity. They got together, read a story about preparing for 

Easter, and  selected a plastic egg from a basket.  Inside the 
egg was the name of a classmate whom they are praying for 

each day.  
 Just before Easter, they will get together and reveal whom they 

have been praying for.  
On February 15th, the 8th grade had a special visitor to their 
Social Studies class.  Mr. Urce, an usher and member of the 

parish, gave a wonderful talk on WWII.  The students thoroughly 
enjoyed his presentation and look forward to his return for his 

presentation on Vietnam where Mr. Urce served in the  
U.S. Navy. 

4th & 5th Grade Students at SSPJ School 

 

The 4th and 5
th
 graders are participating in the  

Catholic Daughters of America’s 2018 Poetry Contest.  

They have been working hard to create their own unique individual poems. 

 This year’s topic is The Lord Has Done Great Things for Us, We Are Filled with His Joy 

~Psalm 126.  

The students are proud of their work and they enjoyed writing them.  

They are excited to hear the winners.  

We wish them all lots of luck and we look forward to the results in June! 



 
 

Save the Date! 
SSPJ School Gala 

Saturday, May 19, 2018 

Religious Education News: 

 
 
 
 

Confirmation II  (8th Grade) Reconciliation 
 

Tuesday, February 27th, 2018 
 

At 7PM 
 

In the Church 

 
 
 
 

Communion II (2nd Grade) Catechist Workshop 
 

Tuesday, February 27th, 2018 
 

At 7PM   OR 
 

Thursday, March 1, 2018 At 10:00am 
 

Both Meetings will be held in the Sts. Philip & James Room 



 



 



PRESIDER SCHEDULE—FOR  March 3rd & 4th, 2018 

Celebrating the Liturgy- With Grateful Hearts We Serve 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS SCHEDULE –FOR  March 3rd & 4th ,2018 

Saturday, March 3, 2018 Sunday, March 4, 2018 Sunday, March 4, 2018 Sunday, March 4, 2018 

5:00 PM  MASS 8:00 AM MASS 10:OO AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

G. Alfano W. Haff B. Carey P. Agoglia 

R. Byrne J. Harvey H. Collins M. Laub 

P. Damato P. Kanuika N. Locastro E. Sotomayer 

D. Doran M. Kenney C. Donnelly E. Law 

J. Duffy A. Mantia M. Koke M. Peykar 

A. Dunn P. Martin B. Luna P. Roman 

D. Earl K. Rapp S. McKie C. Rubano 

M. Fox E. Sica M. Morbillo V. Rubano 

E. Kaleita T. Sica M. Sehne C. Zito 

J. Primavera K. Consenz C. Lombardi G. Zito 

Saturday, March 3, 2018 
5:00  PM  

Sunday, March 4, 2018 
8:00 AM MASS 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 
10:00 AM MASS 

Sunday, March 4, 2018 
12:00 MASS 

 Father Patrick Osei-Poku Father Patrick Osei-Poku Father Tom Haggerty Father Tom Haggerty 

Deacon Ron Deacon Ron Deacon John Deacon John 

ALTAR SERVERS SCHEDULE -FOR  March 3rd & 4th, 2018 

Saturday, March 3, 2018 Sunday, March 4, 2018 Sunday, March 4, 2018 Sunday, March 4, 2018 

5:00PM MASS 8:00AM MASS 10:00 AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

P. Bisel A. Willman L. Dorrian N. Hoonhout 

C. Williams B. Willman T. Dorrian S. Santos 

J. Leber K. Dobkowski A. Romero E. Zemen 

S. McCalvin S. Dobkowski G. Romero M. Bennett 

M. Carlino    

    LECTOR SCHEDULE -FOR  March 3rd & 4th, 2018 
Saturday, March 3, 2018 Sunday, March 4, 2018 Sunday, March 4 2018 Sunday, March 4, 2018 

5:00 PM MASS 
 

8:00 AM MASS 10:00AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS 

A. DeVito S. Cavooris A. Foster P. Geier 

M. Drechsler A. Gelfand A. Dinnegan G. Hoonhout 



 



Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

C E L I B AC Y  R E V I S I T E D  

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website  
www.ronrolheiser.com.   
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Writing in the first person is always a risk, but the subject matter of this column is best done, I feel, through personal testimony. In 
a world where chastity and celibacy are seen as naïve and to be pitied and where there’s a general skepticism that anyone is actually 
living them out, personal testimony is perhaps the most effective protest. 

What’s to be said for celibacy and chastity, whether these are lived out in a vowed religious context or are simply the given 
situation of anyone who is going through life celibate?  Here’s my story: 

At the age of seventeen, I made the decision to become a priest and enter a religious order, the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate. That decision involved committing myself to celibacy for life. Strange as this may sound, since I was only seventeen, I 
didn’t make that decision naively or out of some passing fancy. I intuited pretty accurately the cost, so much so that I virtually 
everything inside me strongly resisted the call. Anything but that! While I was drawn to ministry the accompanying vow of 
celibacy was a massive stumbling block. I didn’t want to live as a celibate. Who does? Indeed nobody should. But the inner call 
was so strong that, despite its downside, when I finished high school I gave a reluctant but solid assent and entered a religious 
congregation.  Now, looking back on it more than fifty years later, I see it still as the purest, most unselfish decision I’ve ever 
made. 

I’ve been in religious life now for more than fifty years and have served as a priest for more than forty-five of those years and, all 
told, celibacy has served me well, just as I can honestly say that I have served it in essential fidelity. Celibacy has its upside: 
Beyond the inner work it forced me to do in terms of my relationship to God, to others, and to myself (often painful work done in 
restlessness and prayer and on occasion with the help of a counsellor) celibacy also afforded me a privileged availability for the 
ministry.  If you move through this life as a priest and missionary, celibacy can be a friend. 

But it isn’t always a friend. For me, celibacy has always been the hardest struggle within religious life and ministry, a habitual 
emotional crucifixion, as it should be. There have been seasons – days, weeks, months, and sometimes many months  – when most 
everything inside of me screamed against it, when because of falling in love, or dealing with an obsession, or dealing with the one-
sided energy within a male congregation, or when I was overcome with the fact I will never have children, or, when the simple, raw 
physical and emotional power of sexuality left me restlessness and frustrated enough that the man inside of me wanted to take back 
what the priest inside of me had once vowed. Celibacy will have you sweating blood in the Garden of Gethsemane sometimes. It 
goes against some of the deepest, innate, God-given instincts and energies within you and so it doesn’t allow itself to be dealt with 
lightly. 

That being said though, something else also needs to be said, something too little understood today: Celibacy can also be very 
generative because sexuality is about more than having sex. Just before creating the sexes, God said: It is not good for the man to 
be alone! That’s true for every person who will ever walk this earth. Sexuality is given to us to take us beyond our aloneness; but 
many things do that for us and full sexual intimacy is only one of them. 

Perhaps the single, biggest misunderstanding about sex today is the belief that deep friendship, warm companionship, faith 
community, and non-genital forms of intimacy are only a substitute, some second-best compensation, for sex rather than a rich, 
generative modality of sex itself. These aren’t a consolation prize for missing the real thing. They are, just as is having sex, one rich 
aspect of the real thing. 

Recently, I phoned a priest on the 60th anniversary of his ordination. Eighty-five years old now, he had this to say:  “There were 
some rough times, all of my classmates left the ministry and I had my temptations too. But I stayed and, now, looking back, I am 
pretty happy with the way my life turned out.” 

Looking back on own life and my commitment to celibacy I can say something similar. Celibacy has made for some tough seasons 
and remains, as Merton once put it, the deep anguish within chastity. But celibacy has also provided me with a life rich in 
friendship, rich in community, rich in companionship, rich in family of every kind, and rich in opportunity to be present to others. I 
will die without children, my life, like everyone’s, an incomplete, never-fully-consummate symphony. But looking back on it all, 
I’m pretty happy with the way it turned out. Celibacy can be a very life-giving way of being sexual, of creating family, and of being 
happy. 

http://www.ronrolheiser.com
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser


Thank you Father Kevin “ Our Good Friar”  for making our  
SSPJ Mission:  POSSIBLE!! 

Our Parish was abundantly blessed by the outpouring of gifts 
brought to us during our parish mission.  As Father Kevin 
encouraged all in attendance, let us not forget his message: 

 

Perform simple, loving, “Random Acts of Kindness” 
 

Read the Gospels prayerfully 
 

Continue to Practice…”Listening” 
 

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I 

am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  

Matthew 11:28-30 
 

May God bless you Father Kevin and all of your good works… 
 

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back.  

May the sun shine warm upon your face;  
the rains fall soft upon your fields  

and until we meet again,  
may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

  
2018 Parish Lenten Mission Prayer 

  
God Our Father, we offer you praise and thanksgiving 
For all the many gifts you have given us through Jesus, 
Your Son.  We thank you especially for the gift of our 

Parish Mission. 
Loving and gracious God, quiet our minds and hearts, 

That we may be open to the gift of your truth.  
Grant that Our Mission may be: 

  
A Time of Grace for all, 

A Time of growth for the young, 
A Time of refreshment for the old, 

A time of renewal for families, 
A Time of healing for the broken, 
A Time of joy for the sorrowing, 

A Time of challenge of the complacent, 
A Time of strength for the holy, 

A Time of homecoming for those who have been away. 
  

Grant Most Loving God that our Mission may bring 
Down your richest blessing on each and every member of 

our Parish Community. 
We pray through the intercession of Mary, our Mother, in 

the name  

of Jesus Christ who Lives with you and the Holy Spirit 

forever.  

Amen 

Community News 

Friday, March 2, 2018 7:30pm 
ANTHONY KEARNS, IRISH TENOR 

St. Patricks Day Program 
At:  St. Josephs Church, Kings Park 

$30.00 general admission, $40.00 preferred seating. 


