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Michael Sharkey




Father Tom s Letter

Dear Friends,

In today’s gospel we hear Luke’s version of the Beatitudes. With the other readings, they echo our need to
trust and hope in God. Fr. Jude Siciliano, OP, reflects:

There are Beatitudes for us today in the Jeremiah, Psalm and Luke readings. They declare blessed those
whose lives are focused on God and who live dependent and trusting in God. Jeremiah puts it succinctly: if
we rely solely on our human strengths and self-sufficiency, we will only have misery. We will be, the prophet
warns, like plants in the desert struggling to survive. These plants live, but what’s the value of their lives?...
In contrast to the withered plant in the desert, those who acknowledge their limitations and turn in trust to
God, will flourish. They will be like, "a tree planted near running water.... There is a choice offered us by the

prophet Jeremiah and the Psalm response: will we choose drought, or abundant waters — trust in ourselves,
or in God?

Last week I spoke of the Catholic Ministries Appeal at both the 10:00am and 12:00 masses. Thank you for
your kind response. This week I will do same at 5:00 and 8:00am masses. I ask us all to prayerfully consider
how we, as church can respond to the gospel call to attend to the needs around and within us.

To help make more concrete how the CMA monies are used, I came across this:

-$.22 of every dollar supports Catholic Charities who are the heart and hands of the parishes and the
diocese providing programs and facilities that feed the hungry, guide the addicted, shelter the
homeless and bring hope to those most in need helping them discover real solutions to the challenges

of life.
-$.20 of every dollar supports education ~ the religious education of our young children and the

Catholic Education of so many. We all realize that our children will only come to believe when the
faith is passed on from one generation to the next.

-Another $.20 supports Pastoral Outreach to people in need in local parishes through the efforts of
Parish Social Ministry workers and volunteers.

-$.18 of each dollar supports formation programs like the formation of our priests and deacons in the
seminary, the spiritual formation of our pastoral ministers and of parishioners involved in parish
MInistry.

-And the last $.20 of each dollar supports the parish through the rebate that comes back to the parish
when we reach our goal.

As you know, we plan to use our rebate to help defray the costs of the required sound system upgrades in our
church. So, again, I ask for your prayerful consideration. All pledges and donations are gratefully received.
Please help us to reach our goal by Easter.

Time is running out to get your tickets for our Magic of Ireland dinner celebration. It’s great to hear the
excitement and enthusiasm to party together and rejoice in one another! This event promises to be a “top of
the evening” time!
And, (apologizing in advance),

Want to hear a pizza joke.... nah, it’s too cheesy.

What about a construction joke? Oh never mind, I'm still working on that one.

Did you hear the one about the rope? Skip it.

Peace,

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God's constant gift of new possibilities



Music Ministry

As I thought about what to write this weekend I went through the readings again
and along with the beatitudes two words stuck out.

Trust and hope in the Lord. The songs we are singing this weekend reflect these
words.

Gathering - All are Welcome, built of hopes and Dreams and visions.

Presentation — Whatsoever you Do, helping those in need

Communion — Gift of finest wheat, nourishes us with heavenly food, which
fortifies for the week ahead.

Sending Forth- Take the Word of God with you, to spread God’s word, peace, joy
and love throughout this week.

Luke’s version of the Beatitudes is known as the Sermon on the Plains and
concludes next weekend where we will sing, as the sending forth , We are the
Light of the World. We are called to discipleship and trust as to what is required
and expected of us as followers of Jesus.

How wonderful Music is that it can help us realize how magnificent God is and by
singing we pray twice.

Let us go forth this week with hope and trust in the Lord.

To Our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion,
Thanking you for sharing your time and gifts as we gather to celebrate Mass.

Please remember to sign in for your scheduled service on the sheets located in
the prayer room.

IF YOU ARE FILLING IN FOR A VACANCY OR FOR A REQUESTED
SUBSTITUTE, PLEASE SIGN THE BOOK AS WELL.

Thank you for your generosity of time and faith.

Its that time of year again... Tax Season

If you require a letter confirming your 2018 contributions to the Parish,
kindly contact the Parish center office at 631-584-5454 or
Email sspj.org Subject line: 2018 Contribution letter
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OFFICE OF THE BISHOP Fﬂbﬂlal'}" 11. 2019
Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you...” (Jeremiah 1:5)

At the very heart of our beliefs about who we are and why we exist, is a message of love. God
creates us out of love. Out of love, He redeems us by the sacrifice of his Son, Jesus. He calls us
to an eternal destiny with Him because He loves each sacred human life, ereated in His image.

That we are created in God’s image is reaffirmed in our nation’s Declaration of Independence,
reminding us that we “are endowed by [our] Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” The right to life is the foundation and
starting point for every other God-given human right. When that right is attacked or denied. all
other rights and liberties begin to crumble.

You are probably aware that on January 22, 2019, the 46% anniversary of Roe v. Wade (the
Supreme Cowrt decision that declared an absolute constitutional right to abortion). Governor
Andrew Cuomo of New York signed into law the “Reproductive Health Act”, which he himself
called “the most aggressive™ abortion law in the country. It was then “celebrated” by his lighting
up One World Trade Center and the Alfred E. Smith Building in Albany.

It 1s our obligation as citizens and as Catholics, to be well informed and to make our voices heard
in the public square when evil and injustice threaten the sacred gift of life at any stage.

On a human level. this gruesome law should be appalling to people of every faith, or no faith.
The Reproductive Health Act allows for abortion on demand with no restrictions throughout all
of pregnancy. This means that as a choice, an abortion could be performed on a full-term
infant as the mother is going into labor.

This law might also open the door to taking away conscience protections from medieal
personnel. and could be used to force doctors. nurses and other medical staff to perform or to
assist in abortions. Governor Cuomo claims that he is protecting women’s rights, when in fact,
this law endangers the lives of women by allowing non-physicians to perform abortions, and it
removes any objective standard of care due to the patient.

The Aect has also removed criminal penalties when an unborn child is deliberately targeted for
death in a crime. Two and a half weeks after the bill became law, the Queens District Attorney
said he could not prosecute a man for the stabbing death of his unborn child in the womb of his
girlfriend. because of the passage of the Reproductive Health Act.

Unimaginably, the law also repeals protections for infants who are aceidentally born alive
during the course of a failed abortion. This amounts to infanticide, the killing either by direct

Continued on next page



February 11, 2019 Letter from Most Reverend John O. Barres Bishop of Rockville Center: Cont:

means or by neglect of an infant who is alive outside the womb. The law is silent on reducing the
pain and suffering of infants, especially those being aborted late term.

Brothers and sisters. this law 1s an abomination that eries out to Heaven for justice. We cannot be
silent 1n the face of such a blatant attack on the most vulnerable among us. I mvite you to do
several things:

1. Stay informed and educated regarding these 1ssues and the battles ahead of us, such as
assisted suicide and legalized surrogacy. Two outstanding resources available to you are:

- The New York State Catholic Conference on the web at https:/'www.nvscatholic.org.

- The Diocese of Rockville Centre Respect Life Office and web page: (516) 678-5800
Extension 381 or on the web at https:/respectlife.dive.org

|

Get involved. Both web pages listed above offer easy links to contacting your elected
representatives. Let the Governor and our other elected officials know that this Act
violates the dignity of the human person and that you do not support it.

Get mvolved in the efforts already underway at your parish, such as Respect Life
Committees. In addition. our Diocesan Respect Life Office can direct you to ways that
you can support and promote the sanctity of life locally, on Long Island.

3. Pray. Pray the Holy Rosary. Ask the intercession of Our Blessed Mother Mary, Protector
of Mothers, Defender of Life and the Family, to strengthen us so that we may be
compassionate. courageous witnesses to the truth. Ask also for the intercession of Saint
Thomas More, patron of statesmen, politicians. lawyers and judges. who lost his life for
refusing to renounce his conscience and give in to the tides of political power and
privilege.

Pray for our elected officials and for all people and pray that our politicians come to
understand their profound obligation to defend the most defenseless among us. Any
Catholic who actively supports an attack on the sacredness of life, chooses to place him
or herself in grave moral danger and outside of the Communion of the Church. We pray
for their souls, for a spirit of repentance. for a return to the truth of the love of God. It 1s
God’s love that formed each one of us in our Mother’s womb.

A civilization that not only will not protect. but actually celebrates an attack on its most
vulnerable members 1s morally bankrupt and stands on the verge of collapse. We pray for the
courage of the martyrs, that an awakened spirit of evangelization and voices raised together will
move hearts and minds. and call us back to our God-given senses. to the God who made us. who
loves us, and who offers us our eternal destiny in love.

Our Lady of Lourdes. pray for us!

Sincerely in Christ,




Welcome to a New Resource: Getting Ready for Next Sunday




PEANUT BUTTER AND JELLY GANG SUNDAYS

“When did we see you hungry and feed you?”

What is this?

A service opportunity aimed at feeding the hungry on Long Island by
making sandwiches for distribution to local social service agencies.

When?

Sunday- February 24, 2019
Time?
11:15 to 12:30 ( Check in at 11:00,after 10:00 am Mass)
Where?

Auditorium
Who?

Any person or family with a desire to make a
difference in the community.

**Volunteers are asked to bring four loaves of WHOLE WHEAT bread, one jar of jelly and two jars

of smooth peanut butter. In addition, any youth volunteers are to be picked up in front of SSPJ
School on Clinton Ave. at 12:15-12:30

WE ARE ALSO IN NEED OF BOXES TO TRANSPORT OUR SANDWICHES.
WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY COMPUTER PAPER BOXES WITH LIDS TO
BE DROPPED OFF IN THE AUDITORIUM THE MORNING OF THE PBJ
SESSION. THANK YOU!!



2019 SSPJ GOAL ~ $119,700.00




Religious Education Ministry : For Week of February 17th, 2019

No Religious Ed Classes for the
Week of February 17th
Enjoy your vacation week!

Classes resume the week
Of February 25th.

First grade lessons With
“Miss Charlotte”

Tuesday February 26th from
4:30-5:30pm in the Bethany Center
Or,

Wednesday, February 27th from
4:30-5:30pm in the Bethany Center
Families are asked to attend the class
date they were assigned to.

Thank you

Prayer of the Month for February, 2019
“Grace before Meals”



















Catholic Schools week was a great success!

From our 8th grade pinning to Zumba to Battle of the Pizzas, everyone
had a great time!

May God's abundant blessings fill SSPJ School with Joy!
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| SSPJ School News! |
February News for Nursery

Nursery is so excited for Valentine’s Day! We made
ladybugs for our bulletin board because our class is full
of God'’s little love bugs!

This month, we have been discussing God’s love for us.
No matter how big or small, God loves us all!
Lastly, we are learning about Mary’s love for us and how
she helps us love her Son, Jesus.

Thereis al ove to go around in Nursery this month!
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Youth Ministry

Youth Ministry once again held a great Acoustic Lounge
( formally known as “The Coffee House™) on January 25th.

The music filled night consisted of talented vocalist, bands, guitarists
and even a cellist.

God has blessed SSPJ with so many talented young people.

Basic Adult Formation Classes with “Professor Patrick Osei-Poku”

The First Unit of the Basic Adult
Formation Course, THE OLD
TESTAMENT graciously taught by
Father Patrick has concluded.

The next Session:
The New Testament, will begin in
March, 2019:

To be held on Tuesday,
March 5, 12, 21, 28 and April 4th,
in the Sts. Philip & James Room.

If you are interested in participating in
the next session, kindly contact the
Parish Center at
631-584-5454.
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SSF, J [arish (Calendar [or T he Week of /: cbruaiy 17 th 2019

Sunday, February 17th, 2019:

11;00am Stained Glass Meeting
7:00pm  AA Meeting

8:00am Pot of Gold Raffle Sale School Lobby
8:30am RCIA Cantina
10:00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word Auditorium

Stained Glass Wkshop
Philip & James Room

Our Bread & Wine
For the Week of

February 17th, 2019

Monday, February 18th, 2019:
**No Activities Sc%eﬂu?ea In Observance of Presidents Day**

Are Offered

In Memory of my

Tuesday, February 19th, 2019:
1:30pm Spirit of Love Prayer Group

4:45PM Third Grade Reconciliation Church
7:00pm Catholic Daughters Meeting Auditorium

Prayer Room Church

Dear Sister

Sheila Conway

Wednesday, February 20th, 2019:
7:00pm  Youth Ministry

Thursday, February 21st, 2019

2:00pm Eucharistic Adoration

Friday, February 22nd, 2019:
3:00pm  Stained Glass Club

Bethany Center

Our Altar Candles

Church

Stained Glass Workshop

11:00am Stained Glass Club

7:00pm  AA Meeting

7:00pm AA Meeting Philip & James Room
8:00pm  Eucharistic Adoration Church
Saturday, February 23rd, 2019:

5:00pm Children’s Liturgy Auditorium
5:00pm Pot of Gold Raffle Sale School Lobby
Sunday, February 24th, 2019:

8:00am  Pot of Gold Raffle Sale School Lobby
8:30am  RCIA Cantina
10:00am Children’s Liturgy of the Word Church

11:00am PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY GANG Auditorium

Stained Glass Wkshp

Philip & James Room

For The Week of
February 17th, 2019
Are burning...

In Faith, Hope and Love

For The Intentions

of
Savannah Drechsler
And

Michael Drechsler

H" Banns of Marraige H
ﬂ% First H
[ Phillip Hornberger ~SSPJ
| To I

We Remember,
Rose LaBarbera

Eugene L. Browne

Weekly Collection:
Sunday February 10 ., 2019

Sunday Collection:$13,117.
Faith Direct: $2,730
Children’s Jug: $104.

Total Collection: $15,951.

Many thanks for your generous

H Nicole Megale ~ St. Bonifice H

U% First H

\
* Anthony Cipolla ~ St James, ~ °
ﬂ% Seaford H
& To &%
l Theresa Dowling ~ SSPJ ]
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Mass |ntentions, [For the week of Fcbruarg I7t|1, 2019

Saturday, February 16th, 2019

Wednesday, February 20th, 2019

5:00pm Margaret & Joseph Castiglie 7:30am John Maloney
Sunday, February 17th, 2019 9:15am Larry Kennedy
8:00am For the Parishioners of SSPJ
10:00am Rudolf M. Bonitch Thursday, February 21st, 2019~St. Peter Damian Bishop
12:00Noon Collective Mass:
Fred Stoehr 7:30am Dr. Cedpric Priebe
S I 9:15am Collective Mass:
Peter Roache Angela Pirrozi
Joseph Francis Lauto Yure Bakovich
Louis M. Donisi
20 M 0nd12’, February 18th, 2019 Friday, February 22nd, 2019~The Chair of St. Peter Apostle
7:30am Brendin Logan .
9:15am Adelaide Tschinkel Vel il G
9:15am Mary Rogan
Tuesday, February 19th, 2019 S
{ 2 2 aturday, February 23rd, 2019~St. Polycar,
7:30am Elizabeth Butera wp
9:15am John Muller 9:15am William Sheridan
5:00pm Jerry Williams
We Ask You to Remember Our Brothers & Sisters In your Prayers Sunday, February 24th, 2019
Anna Capizzio - - i 8:00am For the Parishioners of SSPJ
Angela Amoroso Mad_elme Ursillo Jiﬁﬁ%%i d 10:00 S Ni f
Angelo Peluso Kellie Sexton Joan Ward :00am uzanne Niesen
Angela Boccio McComb || Abbott R Morgan Kathleen Corcoran 12:00Noon Collective Mass:
AnnMarie M. by il Kitty Cronin, Patricia Henrich
Baby Mattia Lubrano Monica Ursillo Krista Farley ... 5 q
Betty Schmidt Kellie Sexton Kylic Quigley Virginia Koop-3rd Birthday in Heaven
Brett Dowling Kathleen Nenftll T
Brennan Steinorth Marty Calta{nano Lance Mallamo
Bryan Van Colt LI Laura Andrucki & family
Camden Bailey . Linda Sue
Carmela Massaro Zachary Esposito Livia Parrella
Carole Hennessy ) Louis Giordano

Catherine Burseind
Charlie Keenan
Christel DeBlasio
Christina Meringolo
Christopher Paul
Daisy Abruzzo
David Shankles
Dawn Kopel
Dolores Weisenreider
Dominic Pace
Dylan Lauro
Eileen Zink
Elinor Glasser
Eugene Krug
Florence Donahue
Frank Orlik
Frank DeFranco
Gerard Duffy
Ginny McAuley
Greg
Helen McDowell
Hillary Boehme
James Gietzen
James P.Klouda
Jane Prato
Jane Wigutow
Jeanine EspositoTansey
Jim Kelly
Joseph
Joseph Perconti
Joe Alberigo
John Capizzio
Jean McCue
John Harney
John Hernandez
Jordan Marvelli

Mark Montesano
Marie DelCiello,
Marie Fabry
Mary McDonough
Michael LaVecchia
Michael Vasiento
Nancy Fornabia
Nicole Theresa
Nicole Devlin
Pam Brandon
Pasquale Santoro
Patricia Casey
Pat Corey
Patricia Fontana
Patricia Monetti
Patricia Thompson
Paulette Agoglia
Regina Powers
Richard Cembrale
Roe Hetterich
Russell Caiola
Robert & Madeline
Gaude
Robin Graham Denis
Rosemary Morgan
Sean Winters
Suzanne McCue
Terence Hobbes
Teresa Orlik
Thomas McKay
Thomasine Morrison
Tim Kelly
Tim Cavooris
Terry Pace
Vivien Cordes

We Pray for those Who Serve
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN
CAPT. WILSON MARKS- USN
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.

LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON
SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN
LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC
CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY
LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON-
STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF
RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC
SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN
PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL
STEVEN CAVA-USN
ERIC SEELIN- USMC
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN
CORPORAL JAMES T. CASEY-USMC
GREGORY DEVANEY- USMC
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY
KEVIN JONES-USCG
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG
GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY
SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA—- US ARMY
MARIO CATANIA-USMC
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS —USN
STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC
DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, LT.COL.-USAF

SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC
PAUL MUMOLO-USN
VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG
KYLE J. GRUNER -US ARMY
MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD




‘ Cclebrating the Liturgg-— With Girateful [Hearts We Serve ‘

FRESIDER SCHEDULE-FOR February 23rd & 24th, 2019

Saturday, February 23,2019 | Sunday, February 24, 2019 Sunday, February 24, 2019 Sunday, February 24, 2019
5:00 PM 8:00 AM MASS 10:00 AM MASS 12:00 MASS
Father Patrick Osei-Poku Father Patrick Osei-Poku Father Tom Haggerty Father Tom Haggerty
Deacon John Deacon John Deacon Ron Deacon Ron

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS SCHHEDULE ~-FOR February 23rd & 24th, 2019

Saturday, February 23, 2019 Sunday, February 24, 2019 Sunday, February 24,2019 | Sunday, February 24, 2019
5:00 PM 8:00 AM MASS 10:00 AM MASS 12:00 NOON MASS
E. Kaleita K. Consenz J. Scott M. McCreesh
P. Kaleita J. Giacalone L. Sisti B. Chandler
A. Keenan J. Harvey J. Sweeney D. LaVecchia
H. Keenan P. Kanuika J. Tafra M. Lebrun
L. Taurassi M. Kenney M. Tangel J. Linder

D. Toto A. Mantia M. Tully M. Napoli
I. Arevalo P. Martin T. Boboris T. Pace
A. Anderson W. Ramos T. Cafaro A. Santo
B. Carey K. Rapp M. Dolce M. Peykar
P. Agoglia E. Sica C. Donnelly E. Sotomayer

ALTARSERVERS SCHEDULE -FOR [ebruary 23rd 8 24th, 2019

Saturday, February 23,2019

Sunday, February 24, 2019

Sunday, February 24, 2019

Sunday, February 24, 2019

12:00 NOON MASS

5:00PM MASS 8:00AM MASS 10:00 AM MASS
A. Balocca T. Dorrian 0. Jacobs N. Hoonhout
M. Pappas A. Willman J. Prew Sanchez-Rincon
B. Doran B. Willman E. Cheeseman D. Sanchez-Rincon
C. Williams N. Fazzini A. Frankenberger

B. Frankenberger

LECTORSCHEDULE -FOR February 23rd & 24th, 2019

Saturday, February 23, 2019

Sunday, February 24, 2019

Sunday, February 24, 2019

Sunday, February 24, 2019

12:00 NOON MASS

5:00PM MASS 8:00 AM MASS 10:00AM MASS
M. Dreschler E. Dobres A. Kaiser A. Latino
C. Lombardi L. Halluska J. Contrino G. Hoonhout




Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI

CELIBACY - A PERSONAL APOLOGI

As a vowed, religious celibate I'm very conscious that today celibacy, whether lived out in a religious commitment or in
other circumstances, is suspect, under siege, and is offering too little by way of a helpful apologia to its critics.

Do | believe in the value of consecrated celibacy? The only real answer | can give must come from my own life. What’s my
response to a culture that, for the most part, believes celibacy is both a naiveté and a dualism that stands against the
goodness of sexuality, renders its adherents less than fully human, and lies at the root of the clerical sexual abuse crisis
within the Roman Catholic Church? What might | say in its defense?

First, that celibacy isn’t a basis for pedophilia? Virtually all empirical studies indicate that pedophilia is a diagnosis not linked
to celibacy. But then let me acknowledge its downside: Celibacy is not the normal state for anyone. When God made the
first man and woman, God said: “It is not good for the human being to be alone.” That isn’t just a statement about the
constitutive place of community within our lives (though it is that); it’s a clear reference to sexuality, its fundamental
goodness, and its God-intended place in our lives. From that it flows that to be a celibate, particularly to choose to be one,
comes fraught with real dangers. Celibacy can, and sometimes does, lead to an unhealthy sense of one’s sexual and
relational self and to a coldness that’s often judgmental. It can too, understandably, lead to an unhealthy sexual
preoccupation within the celibate and it provides access to certain forms of intimacy within which a dangerous betrayal of
trust can occur. Less recognized, but a huge danger, is that it can be a vehicle for selfishness. Simply put, without the
conscriptive demands that come with marriage and child-raising there’s the ever-present danger that a celibate can,
unconsciously, arrange his life too much to suit his own needs.

Thus celibacy is not for everyone; indeed it’s not for the many. It contains an inherent abnormality. Consecrated celibacy is
not simply a different lifestyle. It’s anomalous, in terms of the unique sacrifice it asks of you, where, like Abraham going up
the mountain to sacrifice Isaac, you’re asked to sacrifice what’s most precious to you. As Thomas Merton, speaking of his
own celibacy, once said: The absence of woman is a fault in my chastity. But, for the celibate as for Abraham, that can have
a rich purpose and contain its own potential for generativity.

As well, | believe that consecrated celibacy, like music or religion, needs to be judged by its best expressions and not by its
aberrations. Celibacy should not be judged by those who have not given it a wholesome expression but by the many
wonderful women and men, saints of the past and present, who have given it a wholesome and generative expression. One
could name numerous saints of the past or wonderfully healthy and generative persons from our own generation as
examples where vowed celibacy has made for a wholesome, happy life that inspires others: Mother Teresa, Jean Vanier,
Oscar Romero, Raymond E. Brown, and Helen Prejean, to name just a few. Personally, | know many very generative, vowed
celibates whose wholesomeness | envy and who make celibacy credible — and attractive.

Like marriage, though in a different way, celibacy offers a rich potential for intimacy and generativity. As a vowed celibate |
am grateful for a vocation which has brought me intimately into the world of so many people. When | left home at a young
age to enter the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, | confess, | didn’t want celibacy. Nobody should. | wanted to be a
missionary and a priest and celibacy presented itself as the stumbling block. But once inside religious life, almost
immediately, | loved the life, though not the celibacy part. Twice | delayed taking final vows, unsure about celibacy.
Eventually  made the decision, a hard leap of trust, and took the vow for life. Full disclosure, celibacy has been for me
singularly the hardest part of my more than fifty years in religious life ... but, but, at the same time, it has helped create a
special kind of entry into the world and into others’ lives that has wonderfully enriched my ministry.

The natural God-given desire for sexual intimacy, for exclusivity in affection, for the marriage bed, for children, for
grandchildren, doesn’t leave you, and it shouldn’t. But celibacy has helped bring into my life a rich, consistent, deep
intimacy. Reflecting on my celibate vocation, all | may legitimately feel is gratitude.

Celibacy isn’t for everyone. It excludes you from the normal; it seems brutally unfair at times; it’s fraught with dangers
ranging from serious betrayal of trust to living a selfish life; and it’s a fault in your very chastity — but, if lived out in fidelity, it
can be wonderfully generative and does not exclude you from either real intimacy or real happiness.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website
www.ronrolheiser.com.

Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser



http://www.ronrolheiser.com
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

CENTRAL ISLIP
130 Carleton Ave. (631) 234-6000

HAUPPAUGE
840 Wheeler Rd. (Rte.111) ® (631) 361-7500

MOLONEY’S LAKE FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION CENTER

MOLON

Family Funeral Homes, Inc.
Peter G. Moloney - Francis D. Moloney, Jr.

-
4

D.M. Illuzzi D.P.M.
Podiatrist/Foot Specialist
Most Insurance Accepted

61 Rte. 111, Smithtown
Office - 631.360.7733

Cafa

LIFE

&

AUTO
NEIGHBORHOOD HOMEOWERS
ELECTRIC BUSINESS

www. Nassau Suffolk Electric .com
1(631) 487-0939
1(516) 417-8403

Lenny Mannino
Master Electriclan
Licensec! & insured

A Full Service Insurance Agency

GROUP HEALTH, LIFE, & DENTAL

1030 W. Jericho Tpke * Smithtown ¢ Tel: 631-543-6363

James A. Cafarelli, Longtime Active Parishioner

BOHEMIA P

1320 Lakeland Ave. ® (631) 589-1500

HOLBROOK
825 Main St. ¢ (631) 981-7500

523 R

132 Ronkonkoma Avenue o (631) 588-1515

relli Agency Ltd.

Est. 1984

PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY
FINANCIAL PLANNING
BONDING
DEFENSIVE DRIVING
COMMERCIAL FINANCING

Cafarelli Agency Ltd.
Executive Design Planning

www.cafarelliinsurance.com

ORT JEFFERSON
STATION
oute 112 * (631) 473-3800

moloneyfh.com

(631) 265-3577 EST. 1958
ACADEMY FENCE
COMPANY
660 JERICHO TPKE
ST. JAMES

CHAIR YOGA AND SENIOR DISCOUNTS|
www.jyotiwithin.com 631-250-9977

213 Lake Ave. St. James, NY 11780

WATERMILL

631-724-3242
www.watermillcaterers.com ¢ Smithtown,NY

724-7000
COLLISION

Auto Damage Experts
Insurance Claims Specialists
24 Hour Towing 931 Middle Country Road
Jon Pedone St. James, NY 11780

Smithtown Prim
Ronald R.

Flu Shots » Physicals Al
100 Maple Avenue, Smithtown
631-265-7671

e FharEd

©)
L

ocation
newW epen!

Est. 1959

625 Route 25A ¢ Saint James
631-862-9182  Bil, Bob, Gary, or Leonna

Barbara Mazzola ANP Kristin Feiss FNP Tina Riggs ANP Peter Wharton RPA
2

ary Medical Care

Roth, M.D.

| Ages * Medical Marijuana

9 Middle Countr% Road, Centereach
631-580-1740

53

Barre and Yoga Classes, Salt Cave Therapy,
Integrative Medicine, CBD Oils, Kids Classes and
Workshop, Mom’s Night Out and Birthday Parties,

¢ Unlimited Champagne and
Mimosas Served
* Fresh Homemade Baked Muffins
* Smoked Salmon, Bagels
and Cream Cheese
» Assorted Tossed Green and Cold Salads
* Two Roasts Carved to Order
* Omelettes Made to Order
« Breakfast and Lunch
Chafing Dishes
 Fresh Fruit Platter
« Chef’s Dessert Table

« Coffee and Tea Service
Sunday $33.95 per person
Buffet Brunch Children under 12, half price
Join us for Brunch
E1‘1,:M éc:lgdP:II with the Family after Mass.
] y Ideal for Showers,Christenings,

631-751-0555

150 Main St., Stony Brook Birthdays, Anniversaries,

Large Groups Welcome

Aerial Yoga, Cancer Care and Pain Management

Call or Text 631-838-3332
bodymantrandbarre@gmail.com
www.bodymantrandbarre.com
117 Terry Rd., Suite D, Smithtown

(631) 751-4755 Kevin Peterson

D. L. Peterson Corp.

We Service What We Sell

Air Conditioning & Heating
Installations » Sales ¢ Service
7 Flowerfield Suite 10, St. James, NY

Est. 1962

Suge & (b
be & Compary

“The Source for All

All'You Can Eat | Japanese Cuising|

Sushi | Seafoqd | Steak

Lunch e Dinner ¢ Sunday Brunch

Catering Parties
www.smithtownbuffet.com

197 Terry Rd., Smithtown, NY
Fax: 631-656-6218

Tel: 631-656-9333

COMMACK CEMETERY &
A Place of Beauty and Tranquility
Pre-Need & At Need Space Available

543-4600

BRINGING CHRIST’S HEALING MISSION
TO THE COMMUNITIES WE SERVE.

Catholic Health Services has first-class
doctors and hospitals across Long Island.

For one near you, call 855-CHS-4500.

_JIL Catholic
=D¢= Health Services
"| of Long Island
At the heart of health

Your Jewelry Needs”
2194 Route 347
Stony Brook

631.444.5600

Homegrown Essential
Pediatrics
Heather Riddle CPNP-DNP
Board Certified Pediatrics
220 Lake Ave
Tel. (631) 248-2700
Parishioner

www.l ‘ialppdc com

grow

#214 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 - www.thechurchbulletininc.com + geosk@aol.com ~ Please Patronize our Advertisers



Smithtown

190 East Main Street
(631) 724-9500
info@BranchFH.com

& Branch Funeral Homes

FUNERALS & CREMATIONS

Trust. Quality. Affordability.

Owned by the Vigliante Family - Henry Vigliante ¢ John Vigliante ¢ Paul Vigliante
TRUSTED CREMATION WITH CARE™ PROVIDER

Miller Place
551 Route 25A
(631) 744-9700

BranchFH.com

GREGORY J. SKRAPITS, D.M.D.
FAMILY DENTISTRY
COSMETIC - IMPLANTS
SLEEP APNEA
436 North Country Rd., St James, NY
(631) 584-5605
OFFICE HOURS - BY APPOINTMENT

LAW OFFICE OF
Joseph A. Bollhofer, P.C.
291 Lake Avenue, St. James

584-0100
MEMBER OF K OF C

NATIONWIDE 24 MONTH 24,000 MILE REI

SMITHWEST SERVICE CENTER
Approved Auto Repair - Total Car Care

WARRANTY COVERS PARTS & LABOR
795 Middle Country Road, St. James

PAIRY - sTATE INSPECTION $10.00 OFF
NYS SAFETY EMISSIONS CERTIFICATE ONLY'

LIMITED TIVE ONLY WITH COUPON
(631) 265-9885 / 265-5700 Cannot Be Combined With Any Other Offer
. CARPET « TILE LINO = WOOD
Experi LOWE DRUGS
Long Island Hearmg, Inc. ><Pe_nencey 14 LAWRENGCE AVE., SMITHTOWN [COMMERICAL RESIDENTIAL
“Our commitment to you will be life changing™"  Reliability TEL: (631) 265-7888 Now Carrying JOE SORIANO
Need a Hearing Test? Hearing Aid? Repair? Since 1985 FAX (631) 265-6935 serving the
Stephen DeMao, B.S. RBI Since 1984
Levittown  Nesconset/Smithtown _Plainview Long Beach ephen DeMaio : nee 2838 Middle Country Road, Lake Grove
516.735.9191 631.972.5211 516033 HEAR 516783 EARS Parishioner Free Delivery |WWW.CARPETYOURWORLD.COM (631) 737-0638

HARRY GANG PLUMBING

4 Generation Plumbers
Simple Repairs to Total Renovations

Licensed & Insured 631-742-7442

CUCINA ITALIANA

eat@pietro631.com
631.862.6129
404 N. Country Rd. Saint James
Full Catering
Private Parties
Corporate Affairs
Rehearsals
Showers
Communions
...and More

£
i

KENNETH J MAHER
OWNER, LICENSED MANAGER & DIRECTOR
LONGTIME DEDICATED PARISHIONERS OF STS. PHILIP & JAMES R.C. CHURCH
~ IN LOVING MEMORY OF AELYSCHE M. MAHER ~

ALPINE PASTRY SHOPPE
Specializing in Custom
Wedding Cakes

OFFICE HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

Cakes - Cookie Trays
For All Occasions

Cassata, Cannoli, Tiramisu Parishioner of SSPJ

Thomas M. Sap.

Comprehensive Cosmetic, Implant, and General Dentistry
2500 Nesconset Highway, Building 10B, Stony Brook, NY 11790

ienza, D.D.S.

Phone: (631) 751-7100

Family Owned & Operated
The Cuccia Family, Parishioners
59 Route 111 Village Center,

Smithtown

631-265-5610 NE!GHBORHOOD
www.alpinepastryshop.com ELECTRIC

DIMITRIOS ]F'URS www. Nassau Sutfolk Electric .com
NEW LOCATION 1(631) 487-0939

&

MOVED|
464 N. ggxntry Rd 1 (I.se L?I)y:’;l:m::£3
( ) Master Electrician

Saint James, NY

DIMITRIOSFURS.COM
Call to Schedule
(631) 584-8200

a FREE Pick Up!

Licensec! i Insured

Villa Sorrento
Restaurant & Caterers
“Come Taste The Experience”
Full Service Personal
Party Planning
Cocktail Parties -

Tent Weddings - Showers
Family Gathering
Backyard Barbeques
Corporate Affairs
631-265-9865
823 Middle Country Rd.
St. James
www.villasorrento.com

“Personal Attention & Dignified Service - Our Continuing Tradition”

ST. JAMES
FUNERAL HOME, ..

~a }[bmeﬁr Funerals & Cremations ~

DIRECTOR

(Jericho Turnpike) Route 25. St. James

KERRY ].

829 Middle Country Road

Office: (631) 584-5200

MAHER

J.C. BRODERICK
& ASSOCIATES, INC.

Environmental Consulting % Testing

DUANE S. SHANK, D.D.S.
Pediatric and Adult Orthodontics

) TMJ Treatment
Brendan G. Broderick {12 Expﬁ%ijgﬁ:aéggr {v | 200 E. Main St., Smithtown, NY
Ph 631
JCB Far' 631 5643985 (631) 265-3666
You Care About Results.
So Do I.

Marianne J. Koke, CBR
Associate Real Estate Broker
Gold Circle of Excellence

Pat Spates
Owner

Rick Nappi
Owner

631-686-6868
WWW. seaquadell com
" Purchase 75, FIEnFsElad'ga Tireé of equal !
value w/ad (excludes meat or seafood salads)

St. James/Smithtown Office

81 Route 111 Smithtown, NY 11787
(In Uncle Giuseppi's Shopping Center)

T. 631.584.6600 ext. 206

C.631.335.7111

mariannekoke@danielgale.com

a’\ (p&Lni & @

f-UNER/\L HOME
17 Manor Rd.

Smithtown 265'1 81 0

<

Mike Dray

Branch Auto Care, Inc.
Forei ?n/Domest/c

383 East Jericho Tpke.

Smithtown, NY 11787

#214 FOR ADVERTISING: THE CHURCH BULLETIN INC., 200 DALE ST., W. BABYLON, NY 11704-1104 (631) 249-4994 « www.thechurchbulletininc.com « geosk@aol.com ~ Please Patronize our Advertisers



