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October 18th, 2020 

Twenty-ninth Sunday 

In Ordinary Time 

“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 

 
Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

 

 

 

“Why are you testing me, you hypocrites?” 

Matthew 22:18 



STS. PHILIP & JAMES PASTORAL STAFF 

Parish Center Phone:631-584-5454    Parish Fax:631-862-9675 

Website—www.sspj.org 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

Open Monday, Tuesday Wednesday 9am-6pm 
Open Thursday 9am-6pm 

Closed Friday, Saturday  and Sunday 
 

CLERGY 
Father Tom Haggerty, Pastor 

Father Joe Lobo-Associate Pastor 
Deacon Ronald Blasius 
Deacon John Keenan 
Deacon Ken Maher 

 PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Sister Theresita Donach, CSFN 

 
BUSINESS MANAGER  

Virginia Portanova 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 1-3 

Charlotte Czujko 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 4-6 

Barbara Luna 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 7-8 

Dominick Avento 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Margaret Adams 

 
COORDINATOR OF PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Lynn Sisti 
 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY 
Dominick Avento 

 
DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES 

John Cordes 
 

SSPJ SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Diane M. Anderson 

School Phone-631-584-7896   School Fax: 631-584-3258 
 

TRUSTEES 
Jerry Linder ~ Tina Cafaro 

 
 PASTORAL COUNCIL 

Michael Sharkey, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi, Paul Damato  
Martin Marut,  Maureen Burke, Erin Nicastro 

  

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to 
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before 
visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is 
nine months before your proposed wedding date. 
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to 
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare 
through RCIA. 
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the 
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, 
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to 
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on 
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please 
see the Sacristan before mass. 
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic 
adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the 
Parish Center Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm 

Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:                                                                                                 $17,890.                           
                          Weekly Collection:    Sunday  October 11th, 2020                                                                 $  10,561. 
      
                                                 Faith Direct :     (121 Participants)                                                                              3,044. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                         Total Weekly Collection:                                                                                        $13,605. 
                                                                                                                                       

Your continued support of SSPJ is very much appreciated. 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US IN YOUR PRAYERS 
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 

CAPT.  WILSON MARKS- USN                                  
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.                                

LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                             
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 

SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY 
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN 

LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY 
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC 

CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 

LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON- 
STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF 

RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC 

SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC 
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN 

PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 
STEVEN CAVA-USN 
ERIC SEELIN- USMC 
CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 

CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 
 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY-USMC 

GREGORY DEVANEY- USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES-USCG 
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG 

GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY  
STAFF SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY 

MARIO  CATANIA-USMC  
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC 

KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY 
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN 

STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC 
                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF 
                                         SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC 
                                              PAUL MUMOLO-USN 
                                               VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG 
                                           KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY 
                                       MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD 
                              KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– 2ND LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD 

STAFF SGT MICHAEL J BANG SPECIAL FORCES US ARMY 

FAITH DIRECT: 
GO TO SSPJ.ORG 

CLICK ON THE FAITH 
DIRECT ICON 

Parish of Saints Philip and 
James account code 

NY232 when signing up 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihhZ2uwJHhAhWGON8KHZ-eCesQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Fshop%2Fcanvas%2Bprints%2Fin%2Bgods%2Bhands%3Fpage%3D2&psig=AOvVaw3sidcv-Vd-fjcoPKCIib


Father Tom’s Letter 

Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

Dear Friends, 

In today’s gospel, Jesus confronts and confounds those trying to trap him.  We’ve heard his response to their 
“trick” question used in many situations.  “Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and give to God what 
belongs to God.”   Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ, reflects: 

 

The Gospel story is familiar and the final line is often quoted to various purposes. The Pharisees have 
been getting hit quite in their collective noses by the recent parables which Jesus has directed toward 
them. They want to trap him and so do something rather strange....They flatter Jesus a bit and then 
pose the big question. Jesus rebukes their intention and confronts their hypocrisy.... 

 
The first word infants speak, after “no!!!!,” is “mine!!!!” That outward possessiveness demands 
property and dominion. For some, that infancy continues into long years of “mine-ness” 
grasping....“Interior possessiveness” allows us to be more generous. What we have is a wonder-filled 
gift which has many auxiliary gifts which express reception in their distribution. Instead of greed, 
instead of having to possess for one’s identity, generosity and service are the coins of the realm. 

 
We repay to God what is God’s by accepting who we are and whose we are. We worship at the altar 
where Jesus continues to serve from the divine generosity of love. We worship at other altars when we 
forget who we really are. 

 
Please remember our young friends who will be receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation on Saturday.  I came 
upon this quote this morning and it captures my prayer for these young people to be “essential gospel 
workers”.   It’s by Elizabeth Kubler Ross.  “People are like stained glass windows.  They sparkle and shine 
when the sun is out, but when the darkness sets in, the true beauty is revealed only if there is a light from 
within.”  Let’s pray for these young disciples that they might always recognize the Light who is Christ and 
that He might always be their guide. 
 
Shortly, you’ll be receiving an invitation asking, if possible, “to help us catch up”, as pandemic collections 
have been down and cleaning costs have gone way up.  Please, if you are able to, join in this effort to help us 
reach our target of $20,000.  The  raffle includes the following prizes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And, 
 Why is the third hand on the watch called the second hand?  
 If a word is misspelled in the dictionary, how would we ever know?    
 Why do "slow down" and "slow up" mean the same thing?   
 If all the world is a stage, where is the audience sitting?  
 How come abbreviated is such a long word?    

 Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the bottle?  
        Peace, 

1st Prize - $5,000 
2nd Prize  - $2,500 
3rd Prize - $1,500 
4th Prize— $500 



Mass Intentions, For  the week of October 18th, 2020                                                                         
Saturday October 17th, 2020  

 
Presider: Father Joe 

Lector: E. Nicastro 

 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

Steve Moll 
 
 

Johnny Doran 

Sunday October 18th, 2020 
Presider:  Father Joe 

Lector: B. Luna 

8am For the People of SSPJ 

 Presider: Father Tom 
Lector: C. Lombardi 

10:00am Jack Duffy 

 Collective Mass 
Presider:  Father  Tom 

Lector: A. Latino 

12:00pm Ginny & Jack Kelly 
Frank Cotoia 

William Philips 
Kevin Boyd 

Monday October 19th, 2020~ 
 

7:30am Richard & Carol 
Anderson 

  9:15am Living:Kathleen Kelsch 

Tuesday October 20th, 2020~ 
 

7:30am Ryan Birbiglia 

  9:15am Living: James Cooper 

Wednesday October 21st, 2020~ 
 

7:30am Mireya Seguenza 

  9:15am Peter Byrne 

Thursday October 22nd, 2020~  
 

7:30am  

 Collective Mass 9:15am Frank Romanelli 
William Keough 

Friday October 23rd, 2020~ 
 

7:30am  

  9:15am William Keough 

Saturday October 24th, 2020~ 
 
 

Presider: Father Joe 
Lector: B. Thompson 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

William F. Keough 
 
 

Stefano & Mary Giacoppo 

Sunday October 25th, 2020 
Presider: Father Tom 

Lector: B. O’Leary 
 

8:00am For The People of SSPJ 

 Presider: Father Joe 
Lector: T. Tobin 

10:00am Edward H.L. Smith 

 Collective Mass 
Presider: Father Joe 

Lector: P. Suski 

12:00pm Rev. Robert Giuntini 
Joyce Duhning 
Ralph Duhning 

Angie Mingione 
Angela Amoroso 

Anna Ormsby 
Arthur Gureck 

Baby Ben 
Barbara Bombace 

Barbara Sisti Russo 
Mattia Rose Lubrano 
Belinda Groneman  

Belinda Vega 
Bob Keenan 

Brendan 
Claudia Chandler 

Daniel Radice 
Deirdre W. 

Dolores North 
Donna Patrissi 

Dorothy Mitchell 
Dylan Beach 
Ellie Walsh 

Ginny & John Rief 
Gladys Blake 

Gregory Parker 
Ida Wehman 

Jack Donohue 
John Cronin 

John DeStefano 
J.C. 

Joseph S. 
Judy Cunnius 

Antonette Sabatino 
Joseph Galletta 
Joe Napolitano 
Judy Rampola 

Kathleen N. 
Kitty Cronin 

Leon Donach 
Mary Fresi 

Maria Clark 
Marie del Ciello  

Matthew Parrella 
Michael Fisher 

Mike Lofaro 
Monsignor Iocavacci 

Peter Donach 
P.I. 

Ricardo Buffit 
Richard Cembrale 
Riordan Cavooris 

Sara Jean Andersen 
Stephen Dolce 
Tara Cesarski 
Tom Focone 

Vivien Cordes 
Victoria Zubrycky 
Vicki Archdeacon 

William Quinn 
For our Nation in time   

of crisis 

Remembering in Our Prayers~  

Eucharistic Adoration –In 
Church 

 
Monday’s  from 1:30-7pm 

 
      Except on 10/12  Columbus Day 

 
On 10/19 and 10/26  
Eucharist Adoration  

Will Conclude At  6pm 

We Remember… Resting in the arms of Jesus… 
Mary Anne Cooke 

Nelzi Kucich 
Antoinette Sabatino 

Denise Holt 
 

Father Joe  
Is In Need 

Of A  
Car 

 
If you might know of an 

opportunity for him, 
kindly contact the Parish 

Center Office 
At 631-584-5454 

Thank you! 



DEAR PARISHIONERS, 
 
JUST A FRIENDLY REMINDER, ESPECIALLY AS WE ENTER INTO THE COMING SEASONS: 
 
IT IS  OF THE UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO REGISTER FOR SUNDAY MASS. 
 
IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO, KINDLY CALL THE PARISH CENTER: 631-584-5454 
 
WE ARE CALLED TO CARE FOR AND TO BE A LIGHT TO OTHERS… 
 
PLEASE ASSIST US IN THIS CAUSE...AS APOSTLES OF HOPE HELP US TO BE SAFE, BE WELL, BE 
RESPONSIBLE,  AND BE UNDERSTANDING. 

RESERVATIONS FOR WEEKEND MASSES... 

Today is World Mission Sunday. Our Presentation song today is 
Servant Song. What does God want of me, where does He want 
me to serve Him. Jesus is the way and the Lord. Where is He 
calling me to serve? Perhaps by becoming an Apostle of Hope in 
some form of ministry you will be answering God’s call. 
 
Music ministry can always use members, even now, especially in 
the Baptism ministry. Small bite size, HUGE help, become an 
Apostle of Hope today. 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
One of my favorite storybooks is by Mary Fahy, The Tree That Survived the Winter. If you have read it, I think 
you would agree that it is worth the read. Our bulletin this past weekend had three words on the front cover: 
CALLED, CHOSEN, FAITHFUL. Those three words reminded me of the book, especially the word “faithful.” 
 
For those who are not familiar with the story it goes like this: A young tree is removed from the comfort of a 
nursery and planted in a field/park. It was CALLED. Fearful, the tree worried if it could survive in this new 
place. It had to sink its roots in deep and withstand all the elements. It was CHOSEN. Despite the hard winter, it 
survived and, in the spring, bore much fruit. As people passed by and experienced the tree, they gave it names – 
“good sport,” “keeper of secrets,” and “hope.” When the sun visited, the tree complained that the sun had left it 
alone during the winter. The sun reminded the tree of all the times it had helped during the hard times. The sun 
was always with the tree and it was very much loved. The book is much richer, but you get the gist of it.  
 
The year 2020 makes me (and perhaps some of you) feel like the Tree That Survived the Winter. At the beginning 
of 2020, we were in a place that we knew and relatively understood. Things were familiar to us. Then suddenly, 
we are in a new place in our lives, our family’s lives, doing things differently than we had been doing. There were 
times that we probably thought we couldn’t make it and yet, we moved ahead. How? Because the SON is always 
with us and we are very much loved. Because we have people who cared for us and called us to more and 
supported our efforts. 
 
Although at times we may feel like we are fragile and are going to break, God is always with us. Prayer and 
positive attitude will keep us going. Like the tree, we have been called – called to be kind and compassionate to 
those around us; chosen to live the Gospel values and bring that light of Christ to others; and, chosen to be 
witnesses that the Son is always with us and we are very much loved. 
 
In the book, the sun says to the tree, “You are called FAITHFUL.” During this week, reflect on how you are and 
have been faithful in living a life worthy of being “CALLED, CHOSEN, FAITHFUL.” My prayer is that you can 
rejoice in the times you have been faithful, knowing that you are very much loved. 
Till next week, 
 
Sister Theresita 

PS: A friend sent me this quote and it is very timely… 
“If you feel like you are loosing everything remember that trees loose their leaves every year and still stand tall and wait for better 
days to come.” MyPositive outlooks.com  

https://www.goodreads.com/en/book/show/228948.The_Tree_That_Survived_the_Winter


FOOD PANTRY  HELP 
  

TISSUES 
SIZE 4 DIAPERS 

  
KING KULLEN & STOP & SHOP 

GIFT CARDS 
  

GAS GIFT CARDS 
  

Thank you for sharing your treasure. 

OCTOBER~RESPECT LIFE MONTH 
 

During October, Respect Life Month, the 
Committee invites all parishioners to join us in 
praying for Life in all it’s stages in the prayer 

room after the 7:30 AM Mass, Monday through 
Friday.  When we gather, we must be safely 

distanced and wearing masks. 

Parish Social Ministry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

All Souls Day Mass of Remembrance 

Monday, November 2, 2020 at 7:00 PM 

At this Mass, we will remember 

With love and in a special way 

Our dear ones who have died between 

September 1, 2019 and August 31, 2020 

ALL   ARE   WECOME 

 Sts. Philip and James Respect Life Committee will be 
holding a drive-by Baby Shower after all the Masses on 
the weekend of Oct. 24th/25th.  Baby items needed are 
diapers up to size 4, wipes, gently used or new clothing up 
to size 4, strollers, car seats less than 4 years old (look at 
the dates on the back of the seats).  baby bathtubs, bathing 
supplies, personal care items for the moms, financial 
donations accepted. 
To make a donation, please follow these directions 
carefully: 
 Drive your car east on Clinton Ave., turn left on to 
Remsen St. left into the back parking lot behind the 
rectory, hand your donations to a member of the 
Respect Life Committee standing on the sidewalk and 
exit turning Left onto Clinton Ave.  ( follow the signs) 
Thank you in advance for your donation and 
especially for your cooperation with these guidelines.  
Any questions, please call 631-862-9370  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Runaway climate change, toxic waste, and resource 
depletion are threatening to unravel the web of life upon 
which we, and all God’s creatures, depend. Through the 
power of the Holy Spirit, Christians are rising up to 
proclaim God’s love for the Earth, which God pronounces 
“very good” (Genesis 1:31) and which the crucified and 
risen Christ gave his life to redeem. 

Pledges 
received 

as of  
October 

13 
$101,914. 

Payments 
As of 

October 
13th 

$93,904. 
 

 

 

2020 CMA  
GOAL 

$111,000 

CHURCH 
CLOSURE: 

In an effort to maintain the 
health and safety of our 

parish and school 
community OUR CHUCH 

WILL BE CLOSED for 
ONE HOUR on  

Wednesday and Thursday,  
October 28 and 29th  

from 1-2 pm.  
Every year our students 

present a Saints 
Presentation to the Parish 

commemorating All Saints 
Day.   

Although still in the midst 
of pandemic and 

restrictions, we wish the 
students to continue this 

tradition and to learn about 
the saints in a special 

way.  They will “film” their 
presentation and we will 

post it to our parish 
webpage/facebook page. 

We appreciate your 
understanding. 



MEET THE SSPJ SCHOOL SEPTEMBER APOSTLES OF HOPE 

 



Religious Education:  

CONFIRMATION REHEARSAL: 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 19TH, 2020 

7PM IN THE CHURCH 
(PLEASE TRY TO ARRIVE BEGINNING 6:30PM FOR THIS ONE HOUR REHEARSAL) 

FOR 
THOSE STUDENTS SCHEDULED TO RECEIVE THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION ON 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24TH, 2020  
AT BOTH THE 11AM SESSION AND THE 2PM SESSION 

 

All Confirmation Students scheduled to receive Confirmation on Saturday, 
October 24th, 2020: 
 
You are invited to receive the  Sacrament of Reconciliation, on Saturday, 
October 17th from 3pm-5pm in the church. 
 
Your Confirmation is truly a once-in-a-lifetime event. Do not let it pass you by 
without taking the time to really contemplate the power and the beauty of this 
Sacrament.  

To Our Religious Ed Families, 
 
We greatly appreciate your patience and 
understanding as we navigate the waters of Google 
Classroom. 

GOOGLE CLASSROOM LESSONS FOR ALL 
GRADE LEVELS, FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEKS 
WILL REMAIN AS AN ACTIVE ASSIGNMENT IN 
THEIR RESPECTIVE CLASSROOMS UNTIL        
OCTOBER 24

TH
, 2020. 

OCTOBER 4
TH

, OCTOBER 11
TH

,  
OCTOBER 18

TH
, 2020 

EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 25
TH

, 2020 ALL LESSONS 
WILL APPEAR FOR A ONE WEEK DURATION 
ONLY. 
FAMILIES THAT DID NOT PICK UP BOOKS 
DURING BOOK COLLECTION WEEK, PLEASE 
COME TO THE PARISH CENTER OFFICE AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
Again, we are in this together, and therefore, we ask 
that we all hold love in our hearts, in our voices and 
in our union as a Parish Family. 

To Our Parish Family, 
 
We ask that you remember in your prayers and hearts, the Confirmation Candidates who 
will be receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation on Saturday, October 24th, 2020 at both the 
11am and 2pm sessions. 
 
May God bless these students, and Sponsors, their families and friends.  May they  be 
reminded that every day is an opportunity to live the faith of a steward. Never forgetting that 
God will place in their path his abundant blessings and grace. 
 
We need their light, may they continue this journey of faith and good will. 

Dear God, as I begin this day, 
Let me turn my thoughts to you 
And ask Your help in guiding me 
In everything I say and do. 

Give me the patience that I need 
To keep my peace of mind 
And with life’s cares, I hope, dear God,  
Some Happiness to find. 

Let me live but for Today 
Not worrying what’s ahead, 
For I have trust that you will see 
That I get my “daily bread.” 

A Prayer for Our Religious Ed 
Students and Families 



Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website  
www.ronrolheiser.com.   
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

P O P E  F R A N C I S ’  N E W  E N C Y C L I C A L  

On October 4, the feast of St. Francis of Assisi, Pope Francis released a new encyclical entitled, Fratelli Tutti – On 
Fraternity and Social Friendship. It can appear a rather depressing read because of its searing realism, except it 
plays the long game of Christian hope. 

Fratelli Tutti lays out reasons why there’s so much injustice, inequality, and community breakdown in our world and 
how in faith and love these might be addressed. The intent here is not to give a synopsis of the encyclical, other 
than to say it’s courageous and speaks truth to power. Rather the intent is to highlight a number of special 
challenges within the encyclical. 

First, it challenges us to see the poor and to see what our present political, economic, and social systems are doing 
to them. Looking at our world, the encyclical submits that in many ways it is a broken world and it names some 
reasons for this: the globalization of self-interest, the globalization of superficiality, and the abuse of social media, 
among other things. This has made for the survival of the fittest. And while the situation is broken for everyone, the 
poor are ending up suffering the most. The rich are getting richer, the powerful are getting more powerful, and the 
poor are growing poorer and losing what little power they had. There’s an ever-increasing inequality of wealth and 
power between the rich and the poor and our world is become ever more calloused vis-à-vis the situation of the 
poor. Inequality is now accepted as normal and as moral and indeed is often justified in the name of God and 
religion. The poor are becoming disposable: “Some parts of our human family, it appears, can be readily sacrificed 
for the sake of others. Wealth has increased, but together with inequality.” In speaking of inequality, the encyclical 
twice highlights that this inequality is true of women worldwide: It is unacceptable that some have fewer rights by 
virtue of being women.” 

The encyclical employs the parable of the Good Samaritan as its ground metaphor. It compares us today, 
individually and collectively, to the priest and the scribe in that parable who for religious, social, and political reasons 
walk past the one who is poor, beaten, bleeding and in need of help. Our indifference and our religious failure, like 
that of the priest and the scribe in the parable, is rooted both in a personal moral blindness as well as in the social 
and religious ethos of our society that helps spawn that blindness. 

The encyclical goes on to warn that in the face of globalization we must resist becoming nationalistic and tribal, 
taking care of our own and demonizing what’s foreign. It goes on to say that in a time of bitterness, hatred, and 
animosity, we must be tender and gracious, always speaking out of love and not out of hatred: “Kindness ought to 
be cultivated; it is no superficial bourgeois virtue.” 

The encyclical acknowledges how difficult and counter-cultural it is today to sacrifice our own agenda, comfort, and 
freedom for community, but invites us to make that sacrifice: “I would like especially to mention solidarity which is a 
moral virtue and social attitude born of personal conversion.” 

At one point, the encyclical gives a very explicit (and far-reaching) challenge. It states unequivocally (with full 
ecclesial weight) that Christians must oppose and reject capital punishment and take a stand against war: “Saint 
John Paul II stated clearly and firmly that the death penalty is inadequate from a moral standpoint and no longer 
necessary from that of penal justice.There can be no stepping back from this position. Today we state clearly that 
‘the death penalty is inadmissible’ and the Church is firmly committed to calling for its abolition worldwide.All 
Christians and people of good will are today called to work not only for the abolition of the death penalty, legal or 
illegal, in all its forms, but also to work for the improvement of prison conditions.” 

As for war: “We can no longer think of war as a solution, because its risks will probably always be greater than its 
supposed benefits. In view of this, it is very difficult nowadays to invoke the rational criteria elaborated in earlier 
centuries to speak of the possibility of a ‘just war’ 

The encyclical has drawn strong criticism from some women’s groups who label it “sexist”, though this criticism is 
based almost exclusively on the encyclical’s title and on the fact that it never makes reference to any women 
authors. There’s some fairness, I submit, in the criticism regarding the choice of title. The title, while beautiful in an 
old classical language, is in the end masculine. That should be forgivable; except I lived long enough in Rome to 
know that its frequent insensitivity to inclusive language is not an inculpable oversight.  But the lapse here is a 
mosquito bite, a small thing, which shouldn’t detract from a big thing, namely, a very prophetic encyclical which has 
justice and the poor at its heart. 

http://www.ronrolheiser.com
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser


 Preparing  for Next Sunday ~ Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 


