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“With Philip & James we pray to live lives worthy of the call to be 

 Apostles of Hope” 

 
Daily Mass:  7:30am and 9:15 am 

Saturday 5pm   Sunday: 8am 10 am 12noon 

 

“Quiet! Be Still!” 

The wind ceased and there was great calm. 

“Why are you terrified? Do you not yet have faith? Mark 4:35-41 

June 20th , 2021 

The Twelfth Sunday In Ordinary Time 



STS. PHILIP & JAMES PASTORAL STAFF 

Parish Center Phone:631-584-5454    Parish Fax:631-862-9675 

Website—www.sspj.org 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE HOURS 

Open Monday, Tuesday Wednesday 9am-6pm 
Open Thursday 9am-6pm 

Closed Friday, Saturday  and Sunday 
 

CLERGY 
Father Tom Haggerty, Pastor 

Father Joe Lobo-Associate Pastor 
Deacon Ronald Blasius 
Deacon John Keenan 

 
 PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

Sister Theresita Donach, CSFN 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER  
Virginia Portanova 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 1-3 
Charlotte Czujko 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 4-6 
Barbara Luna 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COORDINATOR Grades 7-8 
Dominick Avento 

 
MUSIC DIRECTOR 

Margaret Adams 
 

COORDINATOR OF PARISH SOCIAL MINISTRY 
Lynn Sisti 

 
DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY 

Dominick Avento 
 

DIRECTOR OF FACILITIES 
John Cordes 

 
SSPJ SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Diane M. Anderson 
School Phone-631-584-7896   School Fax: 631-584-3258 

 
TRUSTEES 

Brendan McGovern ~ Tina Cafaro 
 

 PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Michael Sharkey, Lou Guerra, Cynthia Lombardi, Paul Damato  

Martin Marut,  Maureen Burke, Erin Nicastro 

Sacraments 
Baptism– Celebrated twice per month. Parents are asked to 
register at the Pastoral Center for Pre-Baptism Program. 
Marriage-Couples are asked to contact the Pastoral Center before 
visiting the reception hall.  The Marriage Preparation process is 
nine months before your proposed wedding date. 
Confirmation-Seventh and Eighth grade students are prepared to 
celebrate through Religious Ed or SSPJ School.  Adults prepare 
through RCIA. 
Reconciliation– Available Saturdays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the 
Church or by contacting the Parish Center for an appointment. 
Anointing of the Sick– In case of serious, unexpected illness, 
please contact the Parish Center office to arrange for a Priest to 
pray with the person who is ill. Anointing of the Sick is held on 
the first Sunday of the month following the 8:00am mass please 
see the Sacristan before mass. 
R.C.I.A– Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (non-Catholic 
adults desiring to become Catholic)  are asked to contact the 
Parish Center Office. 

Eucharistic Adoration In The Church– Monday1:30pm -7pm 

Financial Support Needed weekly to meet Parish budget:             $17,890 

 
Weekly Collection:    Sunday  June 13th, 2021 :                     $ 11,758 
Faith Direct :     (126Participants)                                              3,253.                                                       

                Total Collections:                                                   $ 15,011. 

. 

 FAITH DIRECT:  VISIT SSPJ.ORG CLICK ON FAITH DIRECT ICON: 

USING SSPJ PARISH CODE:  NY232 

PLEASE REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVE FOR US IN YOUR PRAYERS 
LCDR. MEGAN M. SHUTKA-VIK, USN 

CAPT.  WILSON MARKS- USN                                  
CAPTAIN MICHAEL DOLAN- JR.                                

LT. COL. JOHN KAIRES                                                                             
SPC. NICOLE A. CANNON 

SGM. MICHAEL P. BORRELLI-US ARMY 
CAPT. JOHN TULLY- USN 

LT. COL. JAMES TULLY-US ARMY 
JOSEPH SAGGIO- USNC 

CAPTAIN PAUL WILLMS 
STAFF SGT. MICHAEL LONGHENRY 

LT. COL. PAUL T. JACKSON- 
STAFF SGT ALEXANDER PARRELLA-USAF 

RICHARD SOTOMAYER- USAF 
SGT. CONNOR F. SCOTT- USMC 

SGT. CORY O’HARA -USMC 
CDR. ROBERT J. MARSH-USN 

PFC. CHARLES CHRISTOPHER HOWELL 
STEVEN CAVA-USN 
ERIC SEELIN- USMC 

CW2 CHRIS MUNZ 
CW2 NATASHA WORTMAN 

 CORPORAL  JAMES T. CASEY-USMC 
SGT. JOSHUA MAHONEY- US ARMY 

KEVIN JONES-USCG 
PRIVATE JOSHUA OLSEN-USARNG 

GLEN CRIMA-US ARMY  
STAFF SGT. ANTHONY SCIAMETTA– US ARMY 

MARIO  CATANIA-USMC  
RYAN ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-USMC 

KYLE ANTHONY NASCIMENTO-US ARMY 
ENS. RYAN M. SHOWS –USN 

STAFF SGT. RYAN REXRODE-USMC 
                                    DR. KARA VANDEKIEFT, COL.-USAF 
                                         SGT. STEPHEN D. OUTCAULT-USMC 
                                              PAUL MUMOLO-USN 
                                               VICTORIA ZEMAN, USCG 
                                           KYLE J. GRUNER –US ARMY 
                                       MARK GIORDANO—US COASTGUARD 
                              KELLI MCLAUGHLIN– LT. US ARMY NATL.GUARD 

STAFF SGT MICHAEL J BANG SPECIAL FORCES US ARMY 
MATTHEW PATRICK GALLAGHER US ARMY 

As you probably know, the Diocese of Rockville Centre has declared Bankruptcy under Chapter 11 
of the Federal Bankruptcy Law. 
In order to be as helpful as possible to the parties that may be affected by this bankruptcy, we will be 
publishing the following note regarding “proof of claim forms” for the next few months: 
Information regarding the deadlines for filing proofs of claim in the Diocese’s chapter 11 case and the 
forms to use can be found by clicking on the following link to the Diocese’s bankruptcy website and 
scrolling down the page https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihhZ2uwJHhAhWGON8KHZ-eCesQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Fshop%2Fcanvas%2Bprints%2Fin%2Bgods%2Bhands%3Fpage%3D2&psig=AOvVaw3sidcv-Vd-fjcoPKCIib
https://dm.epiq11.com/drvc


Apostles: We Who Are Sent...Hope: God’s constant gift of new possibilities 

Father Tom’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 
 
 

The storms in today’s gospel “rocked the boat” of the disciples – and rocked their faith.  Ever felt like that?  
Fr. Larry Gillick, SJ, writes, “The community for which this Gospel is written is struggling to live the 
implications of Jesus’ teachings...  The waves which are rocking their boat are caused by their being faithful 
to what they believe.  They trusted Jesus by getting into the boat, which is easy to do when docked on shore.”  
How true that is!  When all is secure, our faith feels secure.   
 
What happens when a wave knocks us over?  Fr. Gillick suggests two supports to strengthen our faith in 
stormy times.  One is turning to God in prayer.  (“Prayer does not resolve our fears, but our fears can 
become our prayer.”) The other is turning to those who journey with us. “Our companions are those who 
have experienced their own storms of faith and living that faith within the waves of fears and doubts. They 
are those who are remaining in the Boat and surrounding us each day or weekend at the Table of the Ship 
Captain.”   As we pray to God with one another, may our faith be strengthened as we ride the waves 
together. 
 
Happy Father’s Day!  Today it is our joy to remember you with gratitude and to pray that you might continue 
to be instruments in God's hands as you pass on the Spirit's gifts of wisdom, understanding and knowledge to 
your children, grandchildren and godchildren. 
 
Happily during this year dedicated to St. Joseph, Tina Cafaro, longtime parishioner and Parish Trustee, took 
vows on Monday, June 14th, with the Sisters  of St .Joseph in Brentwood as an “agregee”.  I’ve asked Tina to 
provide us with an explanation of “agregee”: 
 

Agregee was the French word used in the 1650s for women who joined the first group of Sisters of St. 
Joseph.  For one reason or another, they couldn’t take the traditional vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience, so instead they took the vow of fidelity to live the spirit of the vows and live the mission of 
the Sisters which is love of God and neighbor without distinction.  

 
We don’t know what happened (probably because of the destruction of documents during the French 
Revolution) but in recent years there has been a resurgence of this form of being one with the Sisters.  

 
In the near future, Tina will share with us the unique charism and spirituality of the Sisters, their Agregees 
and Associates.  Congratulations Tina and thanks for sharing your” yeses” with us –  especially your “yes” to 
your delightful husband Frank! 
 
Father Joe headed back home on Monday and will be off until July 21st.  Bon voyage, Joe!  Father Kevin 
Cronin, ofm, will be with us for a week and then a Redemptorist priest, Father Ciya Thomas, cssr, will be 
with us for the month of July.  Father Ciya will be coming to us from the Bronx and formerly was assigned to 
St. Martin of Tours in Bethpage. 
 
And, some “definitions”: 
 

Adult - a person who has stopped growing at both ends and is not growing in the middle. Egotist - 
someone who is me-deep in conversation. 
Inflation - cutting money in half without damaging the paper. 
Mosquito - an insect that makes you like flies better. 
Wrinkles - something other people have, similar to my character lines. 
 
         Peace, 

 



Mass Intentions, For  the week of  June 20th, 2021 
Saturday June 19th, 2021 

Presider: Father Kevin 

Lector: K. Smith 
EM: L. Sisti 

 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

John Purcell 
 
 

No Intentions 

Sunday June 20th, 2021 
Presider:  Father Kevin 

Lector: M. Koke 
EM: M. Kenney 

8am For the People of SSPJ 

 Presider: FatherTom 
Lector: B. Luna 
EM: M. Latino 

10:00am Father’s Day Novena 

 Collective Mass 
Presider:  Father  Tom 

Lector: A. Latino 
EM: P. Parish 

12:00pm No Intentions 

Monday June 21st, 2021 
St. Aloysius Gonzaga 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 
 

Father’s Day Novena 
 

Katie Farrell 

Tuesday June 22nd, 2021 
Sts. Paulinus,  

St. John Fisher 
St. Thomas More 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 
 

Father’s Day Novena 
 

Franco Amato 

Wednesday June 23rd, 2021 
 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Father’s Day Novena 
 

Carmela Ingenito 

Thursday June 24th, 2021 

The Nativity of  
Saint John the 

Baptist 

7:30am 
9:15am 

 
 

Father’s Day Novena 
Collective Mass: 

Frank Mina 

Friday June 25th, 2021 
 

7:30am 
 

9:15am 

Father’s Day Novena 
 

Living-Pasquale Savarese 

Saturday 
 

June 26th, 2021 
Presider: Father Tom 

Lector: B. Tobin 
EM: D. Anderson 

9:15am 
 
 

5:00pm 

Father’s Day Novena 
 
 

Ettore Orlando 

Sunday June 27th, 2021 
Presider: Father Tom 

Lector: A. Mantia 
EM: C. Czujko 

8:00am For the People of SSPJ 

 Presider: Father Tom 
Lector: E. Nicastro 
EM: E. Sotomayer 

10:00am Father’s Day Novena 

 Collective Mass 
Presider: Father Tom 

Lector: P. Suski 
EM: B. Luna 

 

12:00pm Donald Hehir 
Frank Dwyer 

Jennifer Pepitone 
Joanne M. Miceli 

Thomas G. Unverzagt 
Joseph Caltabiano 

Angie Mingione 
Angela Amoroso 

Anna Ormsby 
Avery Akhogba 
Arthur Gureck 

Baby Ben 
Barbara Bombace 
Barbara Ruland 

Mattia Rose Lubrano 
Belinda Groneman  

Belinda Vega 
Brianna Florio 

Bob Keenan 
Carol 

Carolyn Nehl 
Charles Figliosi 

Claudia Chandler 
Daniel Radice 

Deirdre W. 
Dolores North 
Donna Patrissi 

Dorothy Mitchell 
Dylan Beach 

Ella 
Ellie Walsh 

Esther Styles 
Ginny & John Rief 

Gladys Blake 
Gregory Parker 

Helen 
Heidi Ray 

Joanna 
Jack Donohue 
John Cronin 

John DeStefano 
J.C. 

 
 

Joseph S. 
Luis Anthony 

Antonette Sabatino 
James Macchiano 

John Harney 
Judy Rampola 
Joseph Mazelis 
Joseph Costa 
Kenneth Cook 
Kathleen N. 
Kitty Cronin 

Leon Donach 
Lynn McDonnell 

Mark Geld 
Mark Hildreth 

Mary Fresi 
Maryann Kevlin 

Maria Clark 
Marie del Ciello  

Marilyn Suli 
Matthew Parrella 

Marie & Frank Fiecco 
Michael Fisher 

Mike Lofaro 
Monsignor Iocavacci 

Pasquale Savarese 
Paul Bertrand 
Peter Donach 

P.I. 
Ricardo Buffit 

Riordan Cavooris 
Sara Jean Andersen 

Stephen Dolce 
Tara Cesarski 
Vivien Cordes 

Vicki Archdeacon 
Veronica Broderick 
Wayne Hendricks 

Remembering in Our Prayers~  

Banns of Marriage 
 

Third 
 

Brian Ahern 
St. Patrick’s Smithtown 

To 
Jaclyn Saggese 

SSPJ 
 

  
  
  
  

 Eucharistic Adoration  
  

Monday’s from  
1:30pm-7pm 

 In the Church 
Please Note: 

In observance of July 4th 
holiday, Eucharistic 
Adoration will not be 

scheduled 



Parish Center Office SUMMER  HOURS:   
MONDAY– THURSDAY 

9AM-6PM.  
We will be closed Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

Extended hours will resume in September. 
 Wishing you all summer fun and blessings  

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEKEND:   
JUNE 26TH & 27TH, 2021 

 
Next week, we will take up the Peter’s Pence Collection, which unites us and 
Catholics around the world more closely with the Holy Father in two ways: it 

supports the structures of the Holy See through which the Pope governs the Church 

as well as his charitable efforts to assist victims of war, oppression, natural 
disasters, and others most in need. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.       

 For more information, visit http://www.peterspence.va/en.html. 

LIVE AT STS PHILIP & JAMES PARISH 
THE CELEBRATION OF MASS! 

 
DAILY AT 7:30am and 9:15am 

Saturdays: 9:15am and 5pm 
SUNDAYS 

8AM, 10AM AND 12 NOON 
 

COME TO THE TABLE OF  
HEAVEN AND EARTH!! 

 
Effective June 19th, we will no longer live stream daily masses. 

Thereafter, we will  begin to eliminate livestreaming weekend 

masses, as we  have implemented guidelines and protocols from 

the Diocese of Rockville Centre to loosen the restrictions at Mass.  

 

While there is still dispensation from attending Mass due to 

Covid, it will be ending shortly. Faith and communion are gifts 

to be shared….they thrive on community and friendship to be 

nourished and grow. 

 

In Bishop Robert Barron’s recent video; “Go Back to Mass”, he 

shared: 

“What's the Mass...the privileged moment of encounter with 

Jesus Christ Where we hear His word Where we feast on His 

Body and Blood Where we come together as a mystical body of 

Christ joining ourselves to Him”.   

 

We encourage you to Come Back to Church.  To receive the 

Most Holy Eucharist.  To gather in community and fellowship. 

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO SAYING…. 

WELCOME HOME FRIENDS 

SECOND COLLECTION THIS 
WEEKEND:   

JUNE 19TH & 20TH 
FOR  SUMMER AIRCONDITIONING 

EXPENSES 
YOUR SUPPORT IS GREATLY 

APPRECIATED 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.peterspence.va%2Fen.html&data=04%7C01%7Cthaggerty%40drvc.org%7C32fd6fa61a2f411ba0f808d929bdb793%7C40af6aff069848a9aeb4a4362b4eb806%7C1%7C0%7C637586717192625383%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIj


LET US GO EARLY TO THE VINEYARDS TO SEE IF THE VINES HAVE BUDDED, IF THEIR BLOSSOMS 
HAVE OPENED, AND IF THE POMEGRANATES ARE  IN BLOOM—  THERE I  WILL GIVE YOU MY LOVE.  

SONG OF SONGS 7:12 NIV  

ADOPT A GARDEN AT SSPJ  

Gardening is a wonderful way to appreciate the great outdoors, while being productive and enhancing the 
beauty of our parish property.   

Keeping track of your daily exercise with a fitbit becomes a chore.  Take it outdoors!  There are many 
health benefits to tending to a garden. What better way to relieve stress then spending time in a garden 

with a plethora of colors and fragrances, tantalizing sights and sound of birds, bees, and butterflies.  Stroll 
our parish grounds and admire the many places to pause and pray…while doing so, stoop and pull a weed, 

or two or three.  Perhaps consider “adopting an Island in our parking lot”, praying the Rosary once a 
week in our Rosary Garden followed by tidying up the grounds.  Pause for a moment on a bench and sit 

with the Sacred Heart while weeding and beautifying the grounds around Him.  
  

Slow down and open your eyes to the beauty of Life in a Garden!  It opens your heart and awareness to the 
gifts that surround us and takes your mind away from work and chores. .  Gardening is one of the best 

ways to interact with God,  Mother Nature and our neighbors…an activity that grounds you and nourishes 
your soul.  Your soul learns the value of patience when you watch a seedling sprout into a beautiful flower 

or vegetable.   
  

The garden absorbs your problems and your worries and awakens to the sound of your song and praise.  
But a garden takes much work and needs the hands of many to show its true beauty.   

We invite you and welcome your hands to our gardens.  Would you consider adopting an area that you 
would tend to for a month or even perhaps the summer?  Please call the rectory office or email 

vportanova@sspj.org for more details or to complete your adoption papers. 

 

mailto:vportanova@sspj.org


 LOOK! THE THERMOMETER IS RISING! 
2021 ~Catholic Ministries Appeal 

The 2021 Goal for SSPJ is:  $105,300. 
Status as of June 15th, 2021 

Pledges: $79,310. Payments Received: $62,540. 
We are at 75% of GOAL!! Thank you! 

2021 CMA 
GOAL 

 
$105,300 

 
Thermometer 

represents  
Payments received at  

6/15/21 

GOAL: 
$105,300 

 

 

Payments at  
6/15/21 

$62,540. 

Pledges at  
6/15/21 
$79,310. 



Parish Social Ministry 

Remembering in Our Prayers  
 

Ida Wehman 
Salvatore Romeo, Jr. 
Eileen M. Mahoney  

(Memorial Mass June 26 at 10:30) 

Frances Pelligrino  
(Memorial Mass June 26 at 11:45) 

Safely home in the arms of 
Jesus 

All are invited to join their fellow parishioners  by praying 
the ROSARY FOR AMERICA on Thursday evenings @ 

7PM  at Our Lady’s grotto. 
 

Beginning June 3rd, 2021-July 1st, 2021 
 

  In case of rain, we will meet in the church.  We pray in 
thanksgiving for our gift of this nation and to remember 

those who gave livelihoods and lives for our 
freedoms.  Please bring your family and friends. 

 

THE FOOD PANTRY IS IN NEED OF  
 

Cans of Chili 
 

YOUR KINDNESS AND GENEROSITY IS ALWAYS 
GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Strength of a Mountain 
God took the strength of a mountain, 
The majesty of a tree, 
The warmth of a summer sun, 
The calm of a quiet sea, 
The generous soul of nature, 
The comforting arm of night, 
The wisdom of the ages, 
The power of the eagle's flight, 
The joy of a morning in spring, 
The faith of a mustard seed, 
The patience of eternity, 
The depth of a family need, 
Then God combined these qualities, 
When there was nothing more to add, 
He knew His masterpiece was complete, 
And so, He called it ... Dad 

Father’s Day  

Our Daily Bread Soup kitchen is 
in need of cooks to help with 
their Sunday meal for those 

hungry and in need. 
If you can help, please call     

631-941-2731 

Parish Social Ministry is in urgent 

need of a driver to take a 

parishioner to St. Charles Rehab 

for 1/2 hour speech therapy 

sessions twice a week.  If you can 

help, even once, please call Lynn 

at the PSM office, 631-584-5454. 

We should be aware that we are failing in 
the sacred trust given to us by God to 
care for his creatures. In the last 40 
years we have lost half of earth’s entire 

stock of wildlife, according to the World 
Wildlife Fund. This should bother any 
human being; it should devastate those 
of us who are Christians. 
  

For additional information and resources, please 
access the website 

Catholicsforreligiousfreedom.org.  



A Reflection from Sister T 

Dear Friends, 
 
“Seeds scattered and sown, wheat gathered and grown…”  
I am sure you are familiar with the song, and if you are anything like me, you will not be able to get the melody 
out of your head! This past week’s readings, homily, and music led me to some quiet reflection. During this time, 
I stopped and opened a book I received as gift called Peace Is Every Step, by Thich Nhat Hanh. 
I opened to ‘Nourishing Healthy Seeds’. Does God have a sense of humor or what!  It is so powerful I want to 
share it with you as it made me STOP and think. 
 
 “Consciousness exists on two levels: as seeds and as manifestations of these seeds. Suppose we have a seed of 
anger in us. When conditions are favorable, that seed may manifest as a zone of energy called anger. It is 
burning, and it makes us suffer a lot. It is very difficult for us to be joyful at the moment the seed of anger 
manifests. Every time a seed has an occasion to manifest itself, it produces new seeds of the same kind. If we are 
angry for five minutes, new seeds of anger are produced and deposited in the soil of our unconscious mind 
during those five minutes. That is why we have to be careful in selecting the kind of life we lead and the emotions 
we express. When I smile, the seeds of smiling and joy have come up. As long as they manifest, new seeds of 
smiling and joy are planted.” (p.73) 
 
The reflection goes on but I had to stop there. Someone came in while I was reading it and I said ‘sit down, you 
need to hear this’! We talked about what kind of seeds we were growing and how to keep the positive ones alive 
and reseeding. To change and grow, one must practice mindful living. We are not perfect and so there are times 
when we could easily plant seeds of anger, jealousy, complacency, dissension, gossip, or indifference. If we can 
catch ourselves and move towards a more positive attitude, in a short while we will notice the difference in our 
way of approaching life. 
I hope that this reflection helps you to see what types of seeds you are planting and can help you to produce some 
more good seeds! Perhaps, like the example of the mustard seed, we will have the largest plants of goodness and 
positive attitude that we can share with others. With God all things are possible.  
 
Happy planting and reaping what you sow! 
 
Till next week, 
 
Sister Theresita 

  
  
  

Our Communion hymn this weekend is 
Lord You Have Come.  
There is a lot about the sea and water in 
this weekend readings, particularly storms. 
We should thank God for the assurance 
that we can move through the storms 
because we are not alone in the boat. God 
is right there with us. 
                                                        Happy 
Father’s Day 
 
Prayers go out to our Fathers living and 
deceased. Faith of Our Fathers is the 
Sending Forth hymn and is dedicated to 
them. 
 

A Note from Music Ministry…. 

https://youtu.be/b3wm1ZEXaiM


GOD’S BLESSINGS UPON SSPJ SCHOOL GRADUATES, THEIR FAMILIES 
 AND THEIR FANTASTIC  TEACHERS! 

 

 



Blessings Upon  First Communion Candidates 
Jesus Loves YOU! 

It is time to celebrate First Holy Communions at SSPJ!  Our Communion II Students and 
their families are so looking forward to receiving Jesus in their hearts during the coming 
weeks. 
  
First Holy Communion has been celebrated each Saturday at the 9:15am masses during 
the months of May and June. 
  
We Congratulate our Students and their families and are ever grateful for the lessons of 
faith and hope that Miss Charlotte has been sharing with them. 
  
May God’s blessings always shine through each of your beautiful hearts! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We Congratulate Our Communion II Students 
Who received their First Holy Communion  

On Saturday, June 12th, 2021 
Sawyer Durso 
Harrison Leis 

Mia Spampinato 
Grace Hurney 
Mia Stellato 
Jake Tegano 

Addison Derkacz 
Christopher Wachter 
Peyton Diffendale 
Gemma Di Palo  

 
Lord Jesus, I love and adore you. You’re a 

special friend to me.  



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS:   
REGISTRATION FOR THE 2021-2022 

YEAR HAS BEGUN! 

 

1. FIND THE RELIGIOUS ED REGISTRATION FORM 
FOR THE 2021-2022 SCHOOL YEAR AT: 

 
SSPJ.ORG UNDER THE RELIGIOUS ED TAB 
 
2. PLEASE NOTE:  PERMISSION TO PUBLISH 

PHOTOS IN OUR BULLETIN, ON OUR WEBSITE, 
PARISH FACEBOOK PAGE AND GABRIEL. 

 
3. GRADES 1 & 2 WILL BE INVITED BACK TO 

PARISH CAMPUS FOR THEIR RELIGIOUS ED 
CLASSES.  THE DAYS AND TIMES ARE BEING 
FINALIZED.  ALL CDC GUIDELINES WILL BE 
FOLLOWED. 

 
4. GRADES 3-8 WILL CONTINUE THEIR LESSONS 

USING GOOGLE CLASSROOM. 
 
5. GRADE LEVEL MASSES TO FOSTER COMMUNITY 

WILL BE SCHEDULED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 
 
6. IF YOU SHOULD HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, 

KINDLY CONTACT THE RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE 
AT 631-584-3204. 

 
ALWAYS LOOKING FORWARD! 

God Bless SSPJ YOUTH MINISTRY 

NEEDED! CAMP COUNSELORS!!!!! 
Counselors must be age 17+.  

If Interested or have any questions, please contact: 
Cathy Jusino~ Camp Director at 646-721-1622 Or 

apply directly at CampsRUs.org/staff 



Reflecting and Preparing for Next Weeks Gospel~ June 27th, 2021 
The 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 



Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning author, is President of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, TX. He can be contacted through his website  
www.ronrolheiser.com.   
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Spiritual Reflection by Ron Rolheiser, OMI 

A  E U C H A R I S T I C  P R A Y E R  

As a seminarian, I was privileged one summer to take a course from the renowned liturgist, Godfrey Diekmann. This was back 
in those heady days shortly after Vatican II when it was very much in fashion to frown on prescribed ritual prayers and write 
your own. This was particularly true for the Eucharist Prayer, the “Canon” of the mass, which a number of priests began 
writing for themselves. Diekmann, it turned out, was not a great fan of this. Asked about it in class one day, he said, “It seems 
today that everyone who has a tiny bit of imagination and even less theology feels obliged to write a Eucharistic Prayer.” 

Because of the Covid restrictions this year, I have often celebrated some form of the Eucharist virtually. At first, leading those 
services, my thought was, what’s the value of a Eucharistic prayer if there is to be no communion? Therefore, I simply jumped 
from the Liturgy of the Word straight to the Lord’s Prayer. Eventually though I deemed that something more might be offered. 
Thus (with Godfrey Diekmann’s words now forty years distant) I wrote a Eucharistic Prayer for a virtual mass. 

What is a Eucharistic Prayer? Most people would say it’s that part of the Eucharist where the priest consecrates the bread and 
wine, but that’s only part of it. The Eucharistic Prayer is that part of the Eucharist where we make memorial (Zikkaron, in 
Hebrew) of the major event by which Christ saved us, in order to make that event present for us to participate in today.  We 
come to the Eucharist not just to receive the body and blood of Christ, but (just as importantly) to participate in an event, 
namely, the saving action of Christ as he undergoes his Passion, Death, Resurrection, Ascension, and Pentecost. The Eucharist 
is the Christian Passover Supper and, like the Jewish Passover Supper, its purpose is to make a past event present to us. 

How does this work? We don’t have a metaphysics within which to understand this. In sacred ritual, in the Eucharist, as in a 
Passover supper, something happens that transcends time. This doesn’t contradict the intellect, the imagination, or the laws of 
nature; it only takes them beyond their normal limits. 

Here’s a Eucharistic Prayer for those times when there is no bread and wine to be consecrated. 

Lord, God, you break into our lives in extraordinary ways to manifest your love and save us. 

For your chosen people you miraculously parted the waters of Red Sea and led them to safety by suspending the laws of 
nature. Then, in the desert, you miraculously fed them with manna and revealed to them the law within your heart. 

Since only one generation walked through the parted waters of the Red Sea and only that generation ate your manna in the 
desert, You, Lord God, instituted the Passover supper as a ritual through which every generation until the end time could walk 
through the parted waters of the Red Sea and eat your bread in the desert. The Passover supper calls these saving events to 
mind in a way that, in your timelessness, makes them real again for us today. 

This is true too for the saving actions of your son, Jesus Christ. His Passion was a new bondage; his trust in Death a new 
faith; your raising of him in the Resurrection and his Ascension a new Exodus; and his sending of the Spirit at Pentecost a new 
entry into the Promised Land. 

Therefore, Lord God, on the night before he died, your son left us the Eucharist as a Passover Supper through which you make 
these saving events present again. 

We ask you, therefore, to send your Spirit upon all of us gathered here to make memorial of your Son’s saving acts. Grant that 
through this ritual remembrance each of us, and all of us as one community, may be united with Christ in his Passion, Death, 
Resurrection, Ascension, and in his Sending of the Spirit. You who are beyond time, grant us today the grace of being one with 
Christ in his sacrifice, one with him in his dying and rising. 

As we celebrate this memorial, help us know that we are one with Your Son, our Lord, Jesus, united with him as he is 
undergoing his Passion, Death, Resurrection, Ascension, and Pentecost. 

Lord, God, help us to know that the food of this Eucharist is the new manna by which You feed your people with heavenly food. 

Lord, as we make this memorial, above all we ask you to help us break down everything that separates us from each other, all 
division in our world, so that You may be able to feed us all at one table, as one family, as one God of us all. 

We pray all of this through, with, and in your son, Christ, our Lord … AMEN. 

In the Eucharist, we don’t just eat the bread of life, we also die and rise with Christ. 
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