
 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

Keep in Mind 

Holy Week 2020 

 

Monday of Holy Week is always an invitation to “luxuriate” in the 
story of Jesus, his friends, Mary, Martha and the community of 
his disciples, as they gather to share a meal of thanksgiving after 
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the raising of Lazarus. In her meditation, today, Joanne Fantini 
creates a beautiful description of an outpouring of love and 
gratitude, symbolized by the “costly perfume” with which Mary 
anoints Jesus’ feet. “The house was filled with the fragrance of 
the oil.” There is, of course, a minor chord sounded with the voice 
of Judas. "Why was this oil not sold for three hundred days’ 
wages and given to the poor?” We hope that you will spend your 
time lavishly with Jesus, meditating on this passage as you are 
able. (You'll find the link to Joanne's reflection here) 

 

Monday of Holy Week: Points for Prayer 

 

One of the great gifts of making a retreat at Eastern Point is the 
“silence” that surrounds you. Everyone who comes here 
comments on how profound the experience of being in silence is. 
With all that’s happening in the world, and our wanting to stay 
informed, as well as the “stay at home” instructions we are 
receiving, it may be a challenge to find a place where you can 
enter into a time of silence. If it’s not possible to find a truly 
“quiet”’ place, at least remember the silence of Eastern Point. 
The “prayer place” we chose for today is the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel. Imagine that you are here, sitting in one of chairs or on 
the cushions around the room. Enter into the silence as best you 
can. 
 

It was in this chapel that the song, You Will Know found its 

opening lyrics, "Take off your shoes, this is holy ground you 
walk on." Composer, Paul Melley, put the lyrics to music 17 
years ago. Here is a video meditation that hopefully will help 
you luxuriate in the beauty of these surroundings.(Click on 
the link below to see and hear.)  
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You Will Know 

 
 

The materials are here to help you focus your time of prayer. 
In addition to meditations that come from the scriptures, we 
will also offer you suggestions for music, images, videos, 
poetry and artwork that will hopefully enrich your prayer as 
well. If you click on the links below, you will have access to 
the resources that you will need for the day. (You'll need to 
allow downloads from Constant Contact.) 

 

"What Wondrous Love Is This?"  

 

Today’s video link is from Evening Prayer for Monday of Holy Week from 
St. Ignatius Church in 2016. The opening piece is “What Wondrous Love Is 
This.” Vocalist is Michael Burgo.(The piece begins 3 minutes into the video 

 

We hope and pray that this journey with Jesus and with 
each other will instill in us hope and confidence in God's 
faithfulness. 
 

Scriptures for the Liturgies of Holy Week 

(You'll need to click on the Calendar in the upper right hand corner.)  

 

Introduction to Holy Week Retreat 
 
 

For the Greater Glory of God 

Inspired by the Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius, this performance is an 
invitation to prayer through music, scripture and dance. The "Third Week" 
begins at 53:11.  
 

If at any time during this week, you'd like to make a contribution to 
the ministry of Eastern Point Retreat House, you can use the 
Donate button below. It will take you to our website where you can 
make your donation. 
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Donate 

  

 

Free for All 
 

Another Holy Week 

One like no other. 
2020 vision’s 

Blurred, bleary-eyed 

scanning screens, 
pads, phones. falderol. 
Free-for-all  
in turbulent times. 
2020 vision now 

clouds, cataracts, 
free falls,  
tears and tears the 

fabric of life. 
 

An “other” Holy Week 

Past, presents 

2020 hindsight. 
Last or years ago? 

Looking back, 
Remembering 

Hosanna shouts 

Palms waving 

People processing 

Passion proclaimed 

Bread broken 

Wine poured 

Touching hands and hearts 

Ritual fare and fair 

Play for us  
Who have recourse to You. 
 

An “other” Holy Week 
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Now no Hosanna shoutouts 

but shut ins, all. 
Now no palms waving or 

woven crosses but 

waving from a distance, 
with palms washed.  
Now no processions down aisles 

but isolated one from another 

No Passion proclaimed  
but now live, lived, livid. 
(Purple is Passion’s color!) 
Now no bread and wine 

but bodies broken 

And wine changed into watery tears 

Sunt lacrimae rerum 

Rare, yes, 
once in a lifetime, one hopes, 
tears for lives torn 

Now no hands touch 

but hearts, yes. 
Now no ritual  
except hand washing 

Pilate wise 

Now no Pilot but Christ 

in his Passion. 
 

Another Holy Week 

One like no other 

2020 vision 

Far and near sighted 

care filled, clear-eyed 

from scanning 

Hope’s horizon 

2020’s vision 

crowded, contracted, 
cross-eyed 

One Love. 

 

 



Free for All. 
 

Robert VerEecke SJ 
  

 

 

 

 

 



Visit our website 
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