
Tuesday of Holy Week/ 
 
'What you are going to do, do quickly' 
While at supper with his disciples, Jesus was troubled in spirit and 
declared, ‘I tell you most solemnly, one of you will betray me.’ The 
disciples looked at one another, wondering which he meant. The 
disciple Jesus loved was reclining next to Jesus; Simon Peter 
signed to him and said, ‘Ask who it is he means’, so leaning back 
on Jesus’ breast he said, ‘Who is it, Lord?’ ‘It is the one’ replied 
Jesus ‘to whom I give the piece of bread that I shall dip in the 
dish.’ He dipped the piece of bread and gave it to Judas son of 
Simon Iscariot. At that instant, after Judas had taken the bread, 
Satan entered him. Jesus then said, ‘What you are going to do, 
do quickly.’ None of the others at table understood the reason he 
said this. Since Judas had charge of the common fund, some of 
them thought Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy what we need for the 
festival’, or telling him to give something to the poor. As soon as 
Judas had taken the piece of bread he went out. Night had fallen. 
 
When he had gone Jesus said: 
‘Now has the Son of Man been glorified, 
and in him God has been glorified. 
If God has been glorified in him, 
God will in turn glorify him in himself, 
and will glorify him very soon. 
‘My little children, 
I shall not be with you much longer. 
You will look for me, 
And, as I told the Jews, 
where I am going, you cannot come.’ 
 
Simon Peter said, ‘Lord, where are you going?’ Jesus replied, 
‘Where I am going you cannot follow me now; you will follow me 
later.’ Peter said to him, ‘Why can’t I follow you now? I will lay 



down my life for you.’ ‘Lay down your life for me?’ answered 
Jesus. ‘I tell you most solemnly, before the cock crows you will 
have disowned me three times.’ 
 
Invitation to pray with the imagination. 
This is a scene of great drama, there are many characters: Jesus, 
John (the beloved disciple), Judas, Peter and the other disciples.  
 
The scene is a meal, the disciples are reclining at table, Jesus is 
breaking the bread and distributing it. There is a dramatic 
conversation about who the one is who will betray him. Jesus 
gives the piece of bread to Judas who heads off into the night. 
Probably the most chilling line is: Night had fallen. 
 
Picture this scene with all these characters in your imagination. 
Put yourself in the picture. Become one of the disciples looking 
on. Fix your eyes closely on one of the central characters, or even 
look down from above on the whole drama.  
 
Try to make it come to life using your senses: see the people, the 
table, the bread, the movements; hear the voices, the emotions 
behind them and the motivations in people’s hearts; smell the 
bread, the meal, the night air; feel the tension and the emotions of 
those present. Make it real. Allow the scene to speak to you 
personally.  
 
Imagine what Jesus “troubled in spirit” looked like. How would he 
have said those words “one of you will betray me?” What would it 
be like to hear those words as a disciple; what emotions arise in 
you? 
 
Picture Peter signing to John, the beloved resting on Jesus’ 
breast, “Ask who it is he means.”  Why does Jesus use a piece of 
bread dipped in the bowl to indicate who it is? What is the 
meaning of that gesture?  



 
Why does he give it to Judas? What does it mean that Satan 
entered him? What internal change had taken place? Why does 
Jesus say, “What you are going to do, do quickly.”? Why do the 
others not understand what Judas is doing by leaving? What 
would Judas have been feeling? 
 
What does “Night had fallen” mean? What are your feelings as 
this terrible drama is unfolding? 
 
Why does Jesus speak about being glorified?  How is this 
glorifying the Father? 
 
What does he mean “Where I am going you cannot come.”? 
 
Why does Peter intervene? Why does he say he will lay down his 
life for Jesus? Why does Jesus spell out “before the cock crows 
you will have disowned me three times”? 
 
In this passage there are strong themes of friendship, betrayal 
and denial. The stage is set for a betrayal and a denial by two 
whom Jesus called friend. The strongest image, however, may be 
 
Reflect on the prayer  
Take some time to reflect back over this imaginative exercise, 
maybe write some notes.  
 
How does this passage leave you, what are the feelings, 
thoughts, desires? 
Where were you in the story, how did it affect you personally? 
 
What is the story saying to you in particular, what is Jesus 
communicating your you?  
 



Take some moments to talk to Jesus directly about how you are 
feeling. Hear what he says back to you. Take some time in 
conversation with him, bring all of yourself to the interaction.  
 
Finish by giving thanks for this time of prayer, remember you can 
return to this intimacy with Jesus at any time.  
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